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The Ns Notions of 


GOVERNMENT, 


Demonſtrated 
In a Chain of ConszQuences from the 


Ft undamental Principles of Society. 


y Which, 
All the Niceſt Caſes of Conſcience relating 


to Government may be, and many of em are here 
reſolv'd, with reſpe& to the Authority of Govern» | 
ment in General: The End and Manner of Ma- <4 
king and Executing Laws: The Meaſure of Sub- 

miſſion to Princes, and the Lawfulneſs, or Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Revolutions, in a Method aitogetier | 
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Right Honourable the Lord 
Rig t Honoura e the Lor 


HE many and Great Vertues, 


E [ that make up your Lordſhip's 
Character, for which you are fo Uni- 
verſally Eſteem'd, have induc'd me to 
publiſh this little Piece under your 
Tordſhips Great Name and Patronage. 
Conſidering the Meanneſs of the 
Performance, I would not have pre- 
fum'd thus far, had it not been for 
the Dignity and Importance of the 
Subject it treats upon, and the Uſefal- 
neſs of the Deſign, tis publiſſ'd with. _ 
I was willing to think a Treatiſe of 
this kind, ſetting forth the Natural 


* 


| Notions of Government from the Fun- 


damental Principles of Society, could 
hot be diſagreeable to a Stateſman; 
and as it is deſign'd to quiet Peoples 
Minds in relation to our preſent Happy 
Settlement, I could not ſuppoſe it 
would be unacceptable to 4 Patriot: 
Both which are Characters, that ſeem 
A 2 to 


The ee ication. 


to be Intail'd Noble Family I 
and they are 514 Tag a7 1 4 


Inherited by 
your Lordſhip, that 5500 is nothing 
Wanting, but the like r to 
Exert your Great Abilitiks, to make 
your Lordſhip equal, even to my 
Lord Preſident Himſelf, whom go one 
can exceed in any Thing, that i is ray 
4 Honourab e. 
And whi ia 


nius of a / 


we ep the Joie, and G 


4 


your Tord hip f Bet TH gn, © in w — 
ve Naturally expect to find a Common 
Patron to us All, 5 
I could wiſh the Book were more 
deſerving of your Lordibie' 8 Counte- 
- nance, than I (ch ſenſible it is: But as 
it is the Firſt, (that I know. of) of its 
Kind, and I ho KY may be Uſeful to the 
Publick, I beg your Lordi s Favour- 
able 18825 nk of 1 it, and am with, all 
Duty and Re Meſhes 


8 70 ret 
Jour Lordjbip? $ * 13 

| and moſt Obedient Servant, 

Tho. Burnett. 
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"His Treatiſe ſets before the Ready 

a little Syſtem of Political Phi- 

toſophy, to explain and demonſtrate the 
Notion of Government; Which as it is 
often of ver) dangerous Conſequence for 


re Men. to be miſtaken in; ſo is it of equal 
e- Importance to Society, to have it rigliiyj 
18 and perfectly anderſtood : The Way i at- 
ts tain this with any Certainty, is to fix 
e | it upon certain and undeniable Principles, 
| and if from a due Application of thoſe 
ll general Truths to particular Caſes, like 


the Artificers Square and Rule to his 
Work, we find ſuch 4 Natural Relation 
and Agreement, as will ſolve all the ſeveral 
Phenomena of the Point, we cannot much 
fail of what we aim at. 


| This. was what I propos'd to my. ſelf, 
| Yeſolving to lay aſide all Prejudice and 
Partiality, and to follow the Freedom of 
my own Thoughts, to ſee whether Reaſon 
alone would conduct us, if it were ſin- 
cerely liſtned to, And this Method I 
have all along purſued, und from the Fun- 
damental Principles of Soctety, which all 
Men aniverſally agree in, I have been 
naturally led on, as by a Thread, thro that 


intricate Maze of Errour and C onfuſion, 


with which this Subject is intangled, to an 
Uniform Conſiſtent Scheme of Notions ſuch 
a will anſwer all the Occaſions of Govern- 
ment, and account for all the Difficulties 
of it. And for this Reaſon, as I think 
I have found the Truth, that has been 
ſo much ſought and inquird after; ſo I 
preſent it to the Reader juſt as I found 
it, without any other Dreſs or Ornament, 
but that of its own Native Beauty ard 
D . 
And this I have choſen to do on Put- 
poſe, that it might carry the clearer E- 
dvidence and Conviction along with it: 
For the Forming a right Notion of Truth, 
1 like taking the juſt Proportiom of a 
Body; the only Way to do it, is to ſtrip 
it of its Dreſs, and view it in its niked 
Form. 2 


The PREFACE. 


Bat however plain and demonſtrative 
theſe Notions may ſeem ta me, yet 1 
ſhould not have wenturd them to the 
Preſs, had they not appear'd as Rational 
to others, and thoſe too not only Men of 
Learning and Judgment, but of contra 
Parties and Opinions in this neee 
For to publiſh ones Thoughts in Matters 
of Diſpute, is but like ſtripping to run the 
Gantelope, where every one that aiffers in 
his Opinion, will be ſure to condemn you of 
Errour, and ſeldom fails to laſh you ſes 
verely for it. This Hazard 1 had been 
very careful to avoid, had I not been 
| ſenſible of the abſolute Neceſſity there is of 
ſome ſuch Treatiſe as this at this Time, 
when ſo much Pains has been taken to 
unſettle Peoples Minds, and ſow the Seeds 
of Rebellion and Diſcontent amongſt us; 
When open Attempts are made to bring 
in the Pretender to the utmoit Hazard 
of our Religion and Liberties, by expoſing 
us to Popery and Arbitrary Power, and 
that too by the Means of an Inteſtine War, 
by which the Nation muſt have been in- 
volu'd in Blood and Ruin; And all this 
under a Pretence of a Title, which the 
Laws have ſet aſide, and themſelves have 
many of em abjur'd, and againſt the E- 
| ſtabliſbd 
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true Regard for the Proteſtant 3 


The PREFACE. 
fabiiſÞ'd Right of a Prince, endued with 
all the Great and Noble Gualities that 
tum mate any Prince a Bleſſing ; who can 
had no. other Views, nor any other Intereſt, 
but ro make us a Floariſhing and Happy 
People : Aud nh:n we hear Men every 
Day jaſtifying theſe Attempts, and lament- 
ins the Misfortune of their Diſappoint- 
ment, 4s if they long d like the Iſraelites 
fo be in Egypt again; It concerns every 
one at this Time eſpecially, who has any 


or the Intereſt of his Country, to bring 


za what Aſſiſtance he is able, to the Main- 


tenante and Support of that Ha Settle- 
ment, unon which our preſent Peace and 


future Safety, and all the other valuable 
Being, of Society do intirely under God 
depe nu. This is the chief End of pab- 
tubing theje Papers, and if they will in 


any wiſe contribute to it, either by ſettling 
he Nottons of ſuch as are in doubt, or 
fetting thoſe right who are miſtaken, or 


velluomd thuſe that are miſled, I ſhall think 
% 41:0 und Labour well imployd, and 
"#9 ſell dem Happy in having been the 
"InfSravment of fo much Good to them and 
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a Y Deſign in the following 
e Papers 1s, to endeavour to 
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225 | 1 . 8 
= MY * eſtabliſh a right Notion of 


Ken Government from natural 
and certain Principles; a Work at firſt 


View not very eaſy to be done, conſi- 


dering how much Men differ on this 
Subject, and how intricate: and intang- 
led they have made it. 


B Amongſt 


(EVR 

Amongſt the many that have wrote 
upon this Point, there are but few, 
among! een ' Scherties that lvoe 
been Ataw n, I onde there are ul 

_ any, which: are not imbarraſs'd 4 

Tome gbſtinate Difficulty, that the Au- 

thor would be glad to be fairly rid of. 


n 4: 7 


The ſeveral Notions of G overnment. 


As to the late Civil Wars, *tis pretty 
well known, what Notions 'of Govern- 
ment went current in thoſeDays. When 
Monarchy was to be fubverred, we 
know what was neceſſary to juſtify 
the Fact ; and then, {thicauſs 3 it was con- 
venient for their 1 it was un- 
doubtedly true in th 9 of Things, 
That Gooth ef had tts e from 
— 1 and the Prince mas only their 
i to kvcerute the Office they had put 
C — lis Hand; which: 7 my 1 
hen hey ſam fit. 81 
This was the Doctrine that was com- 
monly receiv'd, and che only; Doctrine 
Abe relied in thoſe Times. 

But aſtetwards, hen Monarchy took 

520 Place: again, and od new Scene of 
0 N appear'd _ the Stage, in 
SOERA Ot her 


39 

| government came in 
nme ent had iss Ori- 
5 God, . and the Prince 
able go none but Him 30 % that 
the n ould, he pgs not to 
py; njury fo oever we might 


prong we muſt wait for a Reareſs, 


.HL th e Day of Judgment. 

IT)ben Princes were tuti Imperii Ma- 

| jeſtate, their Majeſty, was their Proteſtion, 
„ 4 their C haracter their Sanftuary, and 
4 4 they. were #ntruſted by 1 none hut God, ſo 
2 | : 15 1 was 755 tefr or Subjetts, "but 
C | Gor Glory. o alen. 'heſe Notions of 
c St 17 8 8 went glibly c down, zAccord- 
4 ing to the Times. they were vented i in. 
* And now upon another Turn of 
„ Things, when People have a Liberty 
”» 10 ſpeak. out, a new Set of Notions is 
ee nom Pa ve Obedience, #5 all 4 


42 4 Miſtake, and 1 ſead of being 4 Duty to 
jaffer Oppreſſi on, "tis 4 Glorious Alt to 
| reſiſt it; and inſtead of leaving Injuries to 

be redreſs'd by God, we have a Natural 

| Right to relieve our ſelves. 

Noa amidſt theſe Contradictions, 

| Which haye each been manag'd with 

Art and Dexterity, tis hard to find 

Where the Truth lies. Each Notion 

has Lag for true Sterling in its Turn; 
B 2 "7" "on 
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and if we were to judge by the ſame | 


Rule, that ſuch Principles are too com- 


monly receiv d by, we muſt then judge 
according to our Intereſt, and according 
to the E 15 of the Times we live 
in; and tho? we may not happen to be 
right, yet we ſhall generally be allow'd | 
to be. ſo, and we are ſure to be of the 


ſtrongeſt Side. 


But after all, there is a Right and a 


q Wrong, however Prejudice or Intereſt 


has perplex'd and intangled them, and 
as it will be a very fair Step to the Diſ- 


covery of the Right, if we can find what 


Notions are wrong, fo I will endeavour 
55 lay down ſome Propoſitions as Rules 
for this Purpoſe, by which we may 
form a certain judgment, and when 


. we have by this means clear'd away 


the Rubbiſh, we may the more eaſily 
find the Jewel, that lies buried i in * 


1.2 Heap of Confuſion. 


Principles | to 45 granted.” 


„ 


* theſe Rules 1 will build upon 
doch Principles only, as” the greateſt 
Part, if not, all Mankind are agreed 
in: And therefore Se will take i for 
granted, | 
Principle 


Nr 


b OV Q 1 


(5) 
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. Firſt, That as the Wiſdom of God 

made the World for fomeEad, O What: 
ever that End was, it is the Duty of 
every Man to purſue it to his Power... 


Le Principle & "a $7 


2dly, That whatever Means are in 
the Nature of Things neceſſary to that 
End, the ſame are ſo many Laws, and 
Rules of Action, and ſo many neceſſary 
and natural Duties to be obferv*d in 


. 


the Purſuit of that End. 
Principle III. 


zdly, That Means, as ſuch, are on- 
ly for the Sake of the End, and by 
Conſequence as the End muſt be more 
valuable than the Means, ſo the Value 
of the Means muſt riſe or fall, and 
our Duty and Obligation to make Uſe 
of em, mult be greater or leſs, accord- 
ing as they are more or lels -neceffary 
to the End: And it ſo, from hence it 
will follow, "x. TH. 


1 That 


(6) 
That when any Thin "fs which is in 
its own Nature a neteflary Means to 


an End wry 7 1 510 applied in 8 

and ſuch a Malner, oye” deſtru 

of that End; ſo far 4 it is our 5 
to pur ſue the End, fo far it is our 

Duty to * reject char Application. : 
Theſe are ſuch Principles as few will 

diſallow ; and I believe” it will oy 


be denied me furthers, 
Principle Iv. 


thly, That t fe End fit Which God 
made ne Worl as to do Good, or 
in other Words, that every Thing 


might be Happy according to its Na- 


ture, and by Conſequence as Mankind 
are of a N Nature, and 1 


be truly Happy without” Society, 
muſt have been one Ehd of that Wil. 


dom, that made us for. our Happineſs, 
that "we outd be united in Society, 


and therefore it muſt be our Duty 


not only to ſupport Society, but to 24 


it in ſuch a Way, as is moſt for its 
Happineſs. (See Principle 1.) And 
therefore all Notions muſt be falſe; 
and all Actions unlawful, that tent 
EF. Tc... Fear 
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| + ) mY 
either to the Deſtruction or: Miſery. of 
Society. 1 7 To 51114 1 Bu n a 


* 14.0 ian He. i 
Principle V. 
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5thly, By the Happineſs of Society 
is to be meant chiefly, the Security 
of every ones Rights and Properties. 


1 
2 * = 


Principle VI. 


| * 7735 * nr 1481 \ : $3873 1 
I will take it for granted, and | he- 
lieve moſt Men are pretty well agreed, 
that Government is neceſſary to the 
” 27 Happineſs of Society, and by Conſe: 

| quence, it muſt. be an indiſpenſahle 
Truth, that Government ought to be 
maintain'd. (Principle II.) And there- 
fore thoſe Notions of Government muſt 
be falſe, and thoſe Actions unlawful, 
which tend to the Deſtruction of Go- 
vernment, that is, which tend to the | 
ty, making of Government precarious, and 
y {the introducing Diſorder and Confa- i 
5 ſion. And if, bo nat t g 
Then, ſhould we ſo far aſeribe the 
Power of the Government to the Peos 
ple, as to give them a Right to yu 
it, when they pleaſe, as this would un- 
doubtedly make Government precari- 
| B 4 ous, 


VEE. 
ous, and tend to Civil Diſcord and 
Confuſion, this Notion muſt neceſſarily 
be falſe, and ſuch an Action of the 
People Unlawful But then L 


Principle VI I. 


It As Government is only a | 
Means to an End, and as the End is 
to be preferr'd before the Means, Þ | ; 
it muſt by Conſequence be a certain | 
Truth,” That in Government the End | 4 
muſt. chiefly be regarded, and there- 
fore that Notion o Government muſt *' 
be falſe, and that Action unlawful, 
which is contrary to the End and Rea- 
fon of Government. 

And as all Men, I upp, will a- 
gree in this, that the End oſ Govern- 
ment is the Happineſs of Society; That 
Notion of Government muſt be falſe, 
and that Action unlawful, that is con- 
10 to the Happineſs of Society, And| 
1 1 
1 Then, ſhould Goveinnierd be fo far 
aſcrib'd to God, as to give the Prince 
an abſolute Authority over his People, 
diſpoſe of their Rights, as he ſees 
fit, without any Power in the People 
10 © + it; as _ mutt make rho 
% „. | Happ. 


(9): 


| Happineſs of Society precarious, and 
tend to their utter Miſery and Ruin, 


this Notion. muſt neceſſarily be falſe. 


But yet for the ſame Reaſon, 


Principle VIII. 


8thly, Should a Reſiſtance of Gover- 
nors be ſo far allow'd, that upon every 
mere Pretence of Oppreſſion, or indeed 
upon every real Injury, it may be law- 
ful for Subjects to reſiſt; as this would 
not only make Government precarious, 
but would hazard the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of Society, this Notion muſt by 


| Conſequence be falſe, and that Reſi- 


ſtance unlawful. And if fo, 
Then from hence it will follow, that 
as there is a Reſiſtance lawful, ſo there 


is a Non-Reſiſtance neceſſary both to 
the Safety of Government, and the 


Wellfare of Society. And if fo, 
Principle IX. 


From all theſe Conſiderations put 
together, it will follow as a certain un- 
deniable Truth, that that Notion of 
Government muſt be the only true one, 
which ſecures the Government from 
3˙ͤͤ = - 


(18) 


the Inſults of Rebellion; and: protects 
the People from the Baso of Ty» 
ranny. 

Theſe are all the Principles L deſire 
to be granted; theſe I think are ſuch, 
as will hardly be denied; and if fo, 
from theſe we may be enabled to form 
to our ſelves à certain and regular 
Scheme of Government, ſuchcas.1 be- 
lieve, all Men will agree in, that are 
govern'd. by Reaſons, which. 15. then 
only: faid to be right, when it agrees 
with the Natures, and Reaſons of 
Things. 1] 
To ͤ make a ſhort Eday of this kind, = 
is the Delign of this Treazits, and 0 
do it the more clearly, it will be ne- 
ceſſary fieſt to ſhew what I mean by 
Government, and for this Purpoſe, I 
think it may not be improper to look 
back and 1nquire after its Original, 
and ſearch our the Root from whence 


it grew. 


The Orizinal of Government. 


And as to this it is certain, that 
whether *rwas deriv'd from God, or 
1 8 the 279 [mar Reaſon, and Occa- 

{10a 
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1 
ſion of it was, the Corruption, or 
Imperfeckion of human Nature. 

For tho' theſe would have been ſores 


thing in a State of Purity and Inno- 


cence, (had Mankind continued in that 
State) as there would have been a 


Difference of Degrees, of Superiority 


and Inferiotity, as of Parents, and'Chil- 
dren, and tho? they would probably 


have had ſome Rules of Order, as theſe 


are ſupposd to be amongſt the Angels 
of Heaven, yet theſe would be nothing 


like (what we call) Government now 
in this State of Corruption we are in; 


that is, theſe would have been nothing 

like a Government of Coercion. 
For *tis evidently demonſtrable from 

Principles of Reaſon, That the State of 


Man's Innocence was a State of Per- 
fection, wherein, as Reaſon was given 


us for our Guide, fo all our Powers 
and Faculties; our Rational Will and 


pr! Operations were intirely Subject 


to its Direction, and therefore as there 


was no need of any other Laws, than 


what our Reaſon would furniſh us 
withal, in Things that lay within its 
Reach, ſo we have no Ground to think 
theſe would have been any other. But 
whatever . ſhould have 3 

15 us, 


be no Reaſon for it, 


(1) 


us, either to do, or avoid; whilſt we 


had continued in this Perfection, every 
one would have obſerv'd of his own 


valuntary Motion, and no ſooner would 


our Underſtandings have approv'd any 


Thing as neceflary, but our Wills 


would have prompted us to Action. 


This was undoubtedly the true State 


of Mans Innocence, and in ſuch a State 
as this is, all Government would be 


abſolutely uſeleſs and unneceſſary, but 


4 


that in our own Boſoms. 


For where Men are iatirely goyern'd 
by Reaſon, there can be no Covetouſ- 
neſs, nor Ambition; no Envy, nor IIl- 


nature; no Jealouſies, nor Fears; no 


Incloſure, nor Property; no Meums, nor 


JTuums, but all Things would naturally 


be common; no Man would have any 
Right to any Thing, more than an- 


other; nor any Man have any Right 


to more than he ſhould want; nor any 
longer than thoſe Wants ſhould conti 


nue; and every Mans Wants would be 


regulated by Reaſon, ſo that as God 


made enough of every Thing for every 


ones Neceſſities, ſo right Reaſon would 
not admit of any Coatention, becauſe 
in the Nature of Things there could 


And 


1 
ls 


And had Man continued in this 
State, wherein every one was a Law 


unto himſelf, and had a Court of 
Chancery in his own Breaſt, what need 
could there be of any other Laws, 
any other Government, bur this? 

But now in this our corrupted State, 
we have a ſtrange Backwardneſs very 
often to what our Reaſon approves, 


and as great a Proneneſs to What it 


forbids ; ſo that we ſtand in need of 
what a State of Innocence would 
had no Ocea fon fort Bayt 

This 1 lay down as the Original of 
Government, and tho? there is no Part 


have 


; 


of this Notion, that I do not [thinks I 
have a ſubſtantial Demonſtration for, 


yet I propoſe it only as a Notion, which 
I ihall lay no great Streſs upon, and 
whether true or falſe, it is not very 


material to my following Deſign. 

However, thus much is certain, aad 
allow'd on all Hands, That whatever 
a State of Innocence might have Oc- 
calion for, Reaſon alone in the State 
that we are now in, is not a ſufficient 
Guide and Security to us: But ' tis 


evident, we want external Motives to 


excite us and encourage us in what 


is good, and Powerful Reſtraints to 
_ 


* OO. — 


N — m 
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FIN 


5 keep us from What is bad: without 
«which, conſidering the Exorhitancy of | 
3 Paſſions, PR would iat 


0 


into  Confuioh... ] 
. And from hence it Was either by 
human Contrivance or divine Appoint- 
ment, that Mankind became form d 
into regular Societies for the Security | 
of each others Rights and Properties, 
and devis d ſuch Laws of Incourage- 
mentto Virtue, and Reſtraint from Vice, 
7 a8 they have thought moſt ſuitable and 
en for that End. And, 


's 1 U Definition of Government. 


he due Adminiſtration, Applica- 
tion, or Execution of theſe Laws, 
which the Society has deviſed. for the 
— of their ſeveral Rights and 
Properties, I call Government; which 
Definition, as I think it cannot be Well! 
diſputed, 10 I ſhall all along take it 
: wy uk HATER | YA 


What 


661550 


of mW hat is to be meant by ts Sip 
[hk But here it is to be obſerv'd, that 
un When I uſe. theſe Words (which the So. 
wn | ciety has dt) 1 do not mean by 


2 1 that all the whole Society, in e- 
+ very Member of it, muſt be; perſo- 
nally conſenting to the making of e- 
very Law, before it be enated-a Law 
of the Society; this 22 be in the 
Nature of the Thing, aun thorvjare 
the 1 of Laws — neceſſarily be 
intruſted by every Society in [{ome 
particular Hands, and as ſome Methods 
muſt be appointed, and ſome Rules 
\oblerv'd in the doing of it, ſo when 
ah Law is decreed by thoſe Perſons, 
after that Method, | and according £0 
thoſe Rules appointed by the Society, 
.T: call that a Law of the. Society. - 
Thus far then I think, the Caſe is 
plain, that the Original Reaſon of Go- 
vernment was the Imperfection or 
Corruption of human Nature; andꝭ if 
the Security of the Rights and 'Proper- 
ties of the Society, is; às it is certainly, 
the End of all Government (Principle 
hat IV. and V.). from hence it will fol- 


low, 
1 hat 


x? 
* 
« 


That the Determination of Property 
muſt neceſſarily have been before the 
Settlement of Government ; this being 
only a Means for the ſecuring of Pro- 
perty, and by Conſequence Govern- 
ment could not be founded in any Pri- 
mary Law of Nature, if Property it (elf 


* 2 


Now by a Law of Nature, I mean | 
ſome Neceſſity iti the Nature of Things, 
 ©@bliging me to do ſuch or fuch an 
Action, from the Relation that that 
Action bears to ſuch or ſuch a neceſſary 
And when I ufe the Word Primar). 
Law of Nature, I refer to the Two 
different States of Mankind, the firſt 
before, the other after the Fall: And 
© according to theſe two different States, 
I ſuppoſè there are different Sorts of 
natural Laws, and different Rights 
and Obligations. e 
For whatever is in the Nature of 
Things abſolutely neceſſary to our Hap: 
pineſs, either to be done or enjoy'd, Na- 
ture gives us a Law as to that Thing, 
and not only lays an Obligation on 
us, but conveys a natural Right to 
us, either to do or enjoy it; and & 
tis evident there are a great many 
b more 


* 
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more Things neceſſary to our Happi- 
neſs, ſince our Nature became corrupt- 
ed; than before, ſo by Conſequence 
there muſt be a great many more na- 
tural Obligations, and natural Rights 
in this, than in the former State. And 
accordingly I diſtinguiſn the Laws 
and Rights of Nature into Primary, 
and ſecondary Laws and Rights; and 
tis in this Senſe that I ſay, Govern- 
ment could not be founded in any 
Primary Law of Nature, that is, there 
| cou'd be no natural Neceſſity of it in 
a State of pure Nature, for the ſecu- 
ring of Property, if there was no ſuch 
Thing as Property to be ſecur'd by it. 


Definition of Property. 


Now by Property I mean, ſuch a 
hts Right to any thing as to make it my 
own, excluſive of all others Right, or 
Claim to it: And that there could be 
no ſuch Thing as this in a State of Pu- 
rity, except in our firſt Parents them- 
felves, feems to me, I muſt confeſs, 
little leſs, j than demonſt cativelyj:cer- 
tain. ! 


8 | For 


* ) 


For a State of Purity is à State, 
where all Things are govern'd by 
right Reaſon ; and as Reaſon is then 
only Right, when it agrees with the 
Natures and Reaſons of Things, fo no 
Man could have any natural Right 
to any Thing any farther, or any 
longer, than as Reaſon ſhould judge, 
he had a natural Want of it; and 
had Mankind continued in this State 
of Purity, as all their Wants would 
have been regulated by Reaſon, ſo 
(it were eaſy to prove, if there were 
_ Occaſion) all Things would have con 7 
tinued common, as I faid before. © 
But when: this State of Purity was 
loſt, and inſtead of all their Operations | 
being govern'd by Reaſon, the Fleſh | 
began to luſt againſt the Spirit, and 
the Members to wage War againſt 
the Mind, when Mens Luſts and Ap- 
petites grew heady and extravagant, 
as their Wants would. naturally 1n- * 
creaſe: by the Increaſe: of their Luſts, 
ſo from the Increaſe of their Wants, 
there would ariſe a Neceſſity of larger 
Supplies, and theſe larger Supplies 
would naturally beget Monopolies and 
Incloſures, and thoſe Incloſures would 
as naturally beget Contention, and 
Contention 


B 
nf tention. as naturally beget Con. 
| HOY whether out of an obvious 
Senſe of this, Mankind might not of 
themſelves agree upon a certain Di- 
viſion of ſuch Portions of Lands, as 
they thought convenient for their Fa- 
milies. 3 55 
Or whether our Firſt Parents, who 
were the only Perſons, who could have 
Any Pretence to any Property in any 
Thing, might not make a Diſtribution 
to their Children, and allot them their 
reſpective Portions for the Prevention 
of Diſpute, 5 8 
Or whether they might not leave 
their Children at Liberty to take what 
they pleas'd, and give them ſome ge- 
neral Rule of Property, Tbat whatever 
any one ſhould poſſeſs, he ſhould enjoy as 
his own, which we call the Law of 
Occupancy: And ſo as Families in- 
creas'd, . they might tranſplant them- 
ſelves, and whilſt they had the Range 
of the World before them, they might 
take to themſelves without Injury to 
any one, what they ſhould find their 


1. 


Occafion requir'd. 


C2 Whether 


er 
Whether it might be this, or any 
other Way, it is not poſſible to deter- 
mine at this Diſtance, nor is it indeed 
very material to be inquir'd into, were 
it not to gratify our Curioſity : Which 
way ſoever the Diviſion came, ?tis cer- 
tain that one Time or other there was 
ſome Diviſion or Appropriation made, 
and from this Diviſion there aroſe a 
ä 
And now the great Queſtion comes 
in Place, How Mankind happen'd to 
fall into this Method of ſecuring their 
Properties, which we call Government, 
whether by. the Appointment of God, 
or by the Agreement, and Contrivance 


of Men. 


Mhether Government be from God, or 


This is the great Buſineſs in Diſ- 
pute, and one would wonder how tis 
capable of being a Diſpute, if Men 
wou'd but examine Things not with 
their Prejudices, but their Reaſons. 
Il muſt confeſs *tis plauſibly alledg'd, 
that conſidering how neceſſary Goverh- 
ment is to the Welfare of Mankind, it 


would be an unworthy Reflection upon 
5 No the 
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the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God, to 
ha ve left the World without ſuch a Pro- 
viſion, as is abſolutely. neceſſury to their 


Happineſs; and therefore fome con- 


clude, that Government was. the Ap- 


pointment of God himſelf. 
This J ſay, is very plauſibly alledg'd, 


and if there were any Thing in Go- 
vernment ſo dark and intricate, as not 


to be diſcover'd by natural Reaſon, 
we may conclude it was made known 


by Revelation. 


Becauſe he who made us to be Hap- 
PY, as is already ſuppos'd, (Principle 
IV.) cannot let us want any Thing 
neceſſary to our Happineſs; and if we 
cannot come at it in anordinar; y, we may 


conclude, he will ſupply us in an ex- 
traordinary Way. 


But there can be nothing of this 
Nature ſuppos'd in the whole Buſineſs 
of Government; there is nothing that 
can require any ſuch extraordinar y 


Revelation concerning it. 


Axim I. 


For tis ſelf evident, tha Mankind, 
as being naturally ſociable "Creatures, 


are naturally capable of entring into 
ER 3 Societies 
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are made to be happy; *tis 


(52) 


Societies of themſelves] without an ex- 


traordinary Revelation, and that there- 
fore there needs no extraordinary Com- 
miſſion from God to impower them 


to do, what he has already by their 


very Nature directed them to; 
2dly, Since Mankind, as is fupy 


gd, 


dent, that Mankind, when form'd in- 


to n have no need of 
any 


xtraordinary Commiſſion from 
God, to make ſuch Laws, as they think 
neceffaty to their Happineſs, theſe be- 


oy 


ing ofily the Means for the Attainment 
of that End, that he himſelf made em 


for: And if fo, then 


Axiom III. 


zuly, It can be as little doubted, 


but that there can be no need in ſuch 
a Caſe, of any extraordinary Commiſ- 
ſion from God, to give Men Power to 
execute thoſe Laos, ley had a na- 


tural Power, to make; this being no- 
thing more but a Power to make vie 
W 


evi- 


17 r om ö 
— ee * e r „ p Mar ö 4 © 
1. 1 > 4 5 * * "5 2 * as * 5 WE" » 1 © 4 
* Eb OS! Tad, . i n a , 
4 P © I ; 1 +. « d 5 - Se.» L 0 1 
5 n Fig t ke ö EE SY ö 1 2 14 8 | 8 . 
4 * . * 4 , - 1 oy ws 3 r ED . WAS e e Ws 
g , 4 6 5 My, Y Bs . 9 


7.75 
7 


„ 


of the neceſſary Means for the Attain- 
ment of a geceflary Eaddqtꝓ. 
Theſe are plain Truths, not capable 
of Diſpute, and from theſe we ſhall 
eaſily reſolve this Point. For if Man- 
kind needed no extraordinary Revela- 
tion to teach them to enter into So» 
cieties; and if they needed no Reve- 
lation to teach them to make ſuch 
Laws, as might be neceſſary for their 
Happineſs, and if they needed no Re- 


velation to give them Power to ap- 
ply thoſe Laws to that End, according 


as the Circumſtances of ſuch Societies 
ſhould require, in which rhe whole 


Notion of Government is abſolv'd; then 


tis beyond Contradiction plain, That 


there is no Reaſon to aſcribe the Ori- 


ginal of Government to God, fo far 


gas relates to the outward Formation 


of Societies, and the making and exe- 


7 cuting Laws. 


— Theſe Things, as they are within 
the Reach of Reaſon, ſo they are or- 


dinarily left to the Determination of 


Reaſon, and there was probably never 
any Government in the World, excep- 
ting that of the Jews, that can 1a this 
Reſpect be ſaid to be Jure Divino. 
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The Authority of Government only from 
FOOT) oo age $6,043 = 


But yet it does nevertheleſs appear, 
and that too from this very Argument 
T have urg'd, That the ſole Founda- | 
tion of this Power of making and exe. 
cuting Laws, and the Reaſon of our 
Obligation to ſubmit to them, is de- 
riv'd intirely from the Authority of 
—_— > * 11 rl 
For we ſee the very Reaſon of form- 
ing Societies in the Way of Govern: | 
ment, is founded in the Happineſs of | 
Mankind, as the End, which God at 
firſt deſignd, and the only Reaſon of 
their Right to exerciſe any Power in 
thoſe Societies, is, its being a neceſſary 
Means to that End. 1 
And therefore *tis God's having made 
Mankind for Happineſs, and Govern: 
ment's being neceſſary to that Happi- 
neſs, which is the true and only Foun- 
dation of the Authority of Govern- 
T 
S0 that *tis a certain and indiſpu- 
table Truth in the Nature of Things, 
that it is by God alone, that Kings 
Reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, that 
x { 4 ; Govern- : 


om 


ar, 
ent 
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Government in general is of Divine 


Authority. | | 

And indeed as this is the only true 
Foundation, fo it is the only ſure 
Support of it. For without this, I 


cannot ſee, how we can give any 


Account of Government at all. 


The Aathority of Government not from 
i People! 


For if the Authority of Government 


ariſes meerly from an Agreement of 
a People with one another, it will 


follow from thence, That no Gover- 
nor can lawfully exerciſe any other 
Power over any one, than every one 
has a Power to agree to; and by Con- 
ſequence no Government . can have 


Power to take away Life, becauſe no 


Man has an abſolute Power to diſpoſe 
of it. 
But if we aſcribe the Authority of 


Government to God, and conlider it 


in the View that we have ſer it, as 
a neceſſary Means in the Nature of 


Things for the Attainment of a ne- 


ceſſary End appointed by God, we 
have then a Right given us by God 


to uſe it, as a Means in Order to that 
932 5 


End, 


( 26 ) 
End, and therefore ſo far as the ta- 
king away the Life of a Man is ne- 
ceſſa ry to the Security of any Society, 
That Society has a Right to take it 
away, even by God's own Appoint- 
ment. \ 

Nay, the Argument holds good even 
in a private Caſe, and the ſame Rea- 
ſon will juſtify every Man to do the 
ſame Thing in his own. Defence ; and 
as tis univerſally allow'd to do fo, fo 
tis the only Reaſon that will do it; 
but tis much ſtronger, when offer'd in 
behalf of a Society, as much as the 
whole is better than a Part. 
Beſides, if Government were founded 
only upon the Agreement of a People 
one with another, as every one has a 
Soul and Reaſon of his own, and not 
only a natural Right to judge and 
chuſe ſor himſelf, but alſo to act ac- 
cording to his own, and not another's 
Judgment, any farther than it becomes 
his own; ſo I mult freely own, upon 
this Principle I do not at preſeat ſee, 
how any Maa can be in tw oblig'd 
to ſubmit to any other Government, 
than what he himfelt approves, and 
agrees to; Which as it is a Notion 
that would make Government preca- 

rious, 


— 8 
2 — — tr not 9 © 


mit to the Laws of it, tho? perhaps he 
may not approve of them; and has not 
2 perfonally agreed to them; and if the 


(27) 


rious, and tends to Diſorder and Com. 


fuſion, ve have already ſhown it muſt 
neceſſarily be falſe. (Principle VI.) 
But if Government be founded upon 
the natural Appointment of God, as 
being in the Nature of Things a ne- 


ceſſary Means to our Happineſs, it 
then becomes every ones Duty to ſa 


port it, and by Conſequence to ſub 


Laws be ſuch, that he cannot in Cott 


7 ſcience comply with what they com- 
mand, he mult patiently bear the Pe- 


nalties they inflict, And this is the 
Meaning of that Expreſſion of St. Paul, 
Rom. 13. 1, z, 3, &c. Which has given 
ſuch Occaſion for Diſpute ; That we 
are to be Subject to the Laws of the 
Higher Powers of every Society, be- 
cauſe all Power is from God, and the 
Powers that be, are ordained of God : 


That is, becauſe every Society has a 


Power from God to make ſuch Laws, 
as are neceſſary for the Welfare of 
that Society; and every Ruler intruſted 
by the Society with the Execution of 
thoſe Laws, executes that Authority 
that it is ordain'd by God, and 3 
A . 5 Ore 


(28) 


fore is not to be reſiſted in the Exe- 
-cution of thoſe Laws. 


The Authority of — Yoo: God, 
but the Form from Man.” 


| 80 that to ſum up all in one Word. : 
we ſee the Foundation upon which the | 
Authority of Government is built, is, 
the Authority of God, who having 4 
made us for Happineſs, has thereby 
given us a Right to Government, as 
it is a neceſſary Means to that Hap- 3 
| And therefore upon this Principle, {2 
Mankind being by Nature ſociable | 
Creatures, have naturally run into So- 
cieties of themſc]ves, and have linkt 
themſelves into common Bodies, and 
devis'd ſuch. Laws for the Happineſs 
of the whole, as their ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances have required. 

And as the different Circumſtances} 
of People have created different In- 
tereſts, ſo theſe different Intereſts have 
| created different Societies and Govern- 
ments, wherein they have not only] 
different Laws, but different Forms 
of Administration. 


He 
% 
. JI 
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XC- BB And therefore ſome Societies are 
govern'd by a Monarchy, . others by 
an Ariſtocracy, others by a Democracy ; 
and of theſe ſome are abſolute, others 
mixt, ſome are Dependeat, others Inde- 
pendent. 


704, 


rd, | | 72; 

the So that in ſhort, as the Welfare of 
1 18, : Society is the End and Reaſon of- all 
ing Government, ſo the different Intereſts 
eby pf different Societies is the Reaſon of 
» 28 the different Forms of it: And as it 
lap · cannot be doubred, but that theſe dif- 


ſferent Forms were devis'd by Men, 
ple, ſo tho? the Authority of Government 
able pe from God, yet the Appointment of 
. So · Ihe Perſons to execute that Authority 
inkt s purely and intirely the Ordinance 
and pf Man. And this gives an Ac- 
nels fount of that Expreſſion, 1 Pet, 2. 13. 
um- Bf being Subject to every Ordinance of 
Man for the Lord's Sake, by which is 
NCES ꝗneant, that thoſe who are intruſted 
In- eith the Government of Societies in 
have ny kind of Form, are only the Or- 
ern Winance of Men, but yet tho” they 
only re ſo, they are nevertheleſs to be ſub- 
rms Mitted to, for the Lord's Sake, becauſe 
hey execute that Power in behalf jo 
8 | rne 


(3 Þ : 
the Society, . every Society has 
from God. 


Conſequence from the * going Prin- 
ci ples. 


Thus far then, I think, we hav 
dlear'd our Way; and if fo, from henci 
we may be able to deduce ſome 1 ſuch 
certain and evident Corollaries, as wil 

give us a juſt and eaſy View into al 
he niceſt Caſes. relating to Govenf 

ment. 


Corollary I. 


he Reaſon of Power in Princes, 4 
. Obedience in 8 ubjetts. 


- Firſt, From hence we may certain| 
diſcover the true Nature of all Pol 
tieal Power, and the true Reaſon 
-our Obedience and Submiſſion to it. 

For if it be true, as we have ſu 
pos d (Principle IV.) That God ma 
Mankind for Happineſs, and that th 
Jhould live together in Society: A 
Afkit be likewiſe true, as we have then 
inſerr'd (page 22.) That God — 


3 


— 


ns, 5 


hai 


it be leſt to the Society to judge what 


(3i) 
by Authoriſes every Society to put 
= under ſack — a 
make and execute ſuch Laws and 
Rules, as they ſhall find neceſſary for 
their Happineſs; it will hence follow 
by an obvious Conſequence, That tho? 


is neceſſary, yet the Power of making 
that into a Law, and obliging others 
to ſubmit to it, is intirely deriv'd from 
God. | 
And as this Power muſt neceſſarily 
be intruſted by every Society in ſome 
particular Hands, and ought to be 
executed according to ſome certain 
Rules, ſo whatſoever thoſe Perſons, 


ſo intruſted, ſhall think neceſſary to 


be done, the Society ought to be de- 
termin'd by; and whatever Las th 

ſhall make according to thoſe Rules, 
are by Conſequence to be eſteem'd 
the Will and Command of God; un- 


leſs he has in Time paſt, and till he 


ſhall in Time to come, ſignify his Will, 
that it ſhall be otherwiſe. 

And as the Adminiſtration of theſe 
Laws muſt neceſſarily be intruſted in 
one, or more Hands, whom we call 
Governors; ſo whatever theſe Gover- 


Hors 


( 32) 


nors ſhall do according to thoſe Laws, 
is ſo far done by the Authority of 
And as thoſe Laws cannot be diſ- 

obey d without Sin, ſo neither can 
thoſe Governors be reliſted, or oppos'd 
in the Execution of thoſe Laws, with - 
out Rebellion, and that not only a- 


gainſt them, but alſo againſt God, by 
whoſe Authority they act. 


C orollary IE 


Secondly, If Government be necef- | 
fary to the Welfare of Society, and if | 
wr true, as we have inferr'd from 
thence (Principle VI.) That thoſe 
Notions are falſe, and therefore ought 
to be avoided, that tend to Diſorder 
and Confuſion ; from hence it will 
follow, us 


Unity and Order to be preſervꝰd. 
That every Society ought to pro- 
vide, and every Member of that So- 


ciety ſubmit to ſuch Methods, as they 
think neceſſary for Unity aud Order. 


And 


? (133) 
* And ſince the Authority of God is 
the only Foundation, and the only 
i. | fare Support of Government, and by 
1 Conſquence of Unity and Order; and 
an ſince tis evident to every Underſtand- 
h ing, That without a due Senſe of 
"1 | this Authority of God, which I call 
ra Religion, there can be no certain Baſis 
7 for Truth or Juſtice, or Confidence a- 
mongſt Men, which are the Bonds 
and Ligaments of Society, the Joints, 
by * hich its Members are united; but 
on the contrary all Falſehood, and 
Deceit, Avarice, and Ambition, Ra- 
pine, and Violence, Murther, and Op- 
preſſion, Malice and Revenge will be 
lawful, fo far as they can be ſecret, 
*- |© and without the Reach of human Laws ; 
er it will follow, "6 
WE Thar it ought to be the Care of 
every Society, that Religion be eſtab- 
liſh'd, and maintain'd amongſt them. 
This is ſo neceſſary, that even A- 
theiſtical Politicians adviſe its Preſer- 
0 E vation and Incouragement, merely out 
of a Principle of worldly Policy, as be- 
ing ſo ſerviceable to the Ends and 
Purpoſes of Government, as if it had 
been only the Invention of Men. 


D And 


{4 34) 
And therefore they Who are Ene. 
mies to Religion, are ſo far Enemies 
to Society, and Traytors to the Go. 


vernment they live under. 


Vuity und Order in Religion. 


But then as Religion ought to be 
the Care of every Society, as neceſſary 
to Unity and Order, ſo it ought to be 
equally their Care, that Unity and Or- 
der in Religion be maintain'd. ; 
And as Religion cannot be maintain'd 
without ſome Form of Worſhip, and 
ſome Rules of Order, fo it will fol-“ 
low, That in every Society, there ought 
not only to be ſome ſuch Form, and | 
Rules eſtabliſh'd, but alſo that that 
Form, and thoſe Rules be fo contriv'd, 
as far as poſſible, that every Member 
of the Society may unite in them, and 


conform to them. Ter lf 
And ſince we have already ſhewn | 
in the foregoing Corollary, That-the |? 
Laws of a Society are to be obey'd, | 


* 


as the Laws of God, fo far as they | 
are agreeable to his Will; it will fol- 
low, That every Member of a Society 
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ought to comply with that Form of 
' Worſhip, and ſubmit to thoſe * þ 
_ | N Order | 


Ene 035) 
order eſtabliſſd amongſt them, 10 
0 * — they are got contrary 46 God's 
And therefore ſo far as any one op- 
poſes theſe Things, ſo far he is an E- 
nemy to the Unity, and Order of the 
Society, and diſobedient to God, by 
| whoſe Authority they are injoyn d. 
And if ſo, from hence it will fol- 
low, 


To Govern by Parties 4 falſe Maxim. 


That it muſt be a falſe Maxim of 
Policy in any Society, to govern by 
Factions and Parties, that is, by Di- 
viſion, either in Church, or State. 
Por every Diviſion in any Degree, 
is in a Political, what we call a Diſeaſe 
in a Natural Body, which as it weak- 
ens its Strength, ſo it tends to its De- 
ſtruction; and tho? theſe Diſeaſes may 
be kept under by skillful Heads, and 
ſea ſonable Applications, and their na- 
= tural Tendency may be reſtrain'd a 
= while, yet rhey always impair the 
; Conſtitution for the preſent, and no 
Man can be ſure of the Event. 


D 2 Divide 


(36) 

Divide and Rale has been an An- 
tient, and 'tis a certain Maxim for a 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, divide 
about what they will, whether ſacred, 
or civil Matters, tis all one, ſuch a 
Kingdom cannot ſtand. 

And as it was obſerv'd of old in 
the Conqueſt of this Nation by the 
Romans, that our home-bred Diſcords 
made way to it, (dam ſinguli pugnant, 
Univerſi vincuntur,) ſo we may obſerve 
of any other Peop'e, For we rarely 
find any Government over turn'd, but 
Diviſion had a Hand in the Work. 

And therefore 'tis the Intereſt of 
every Society to encourage Unity, and 
heal Diviſions. | 
And for the ſame Reaſon it will 
follow, 


Diviſions in Society to be healed. 


2dly, That where any Diviſions 
happen in a Society, they ought as far 
as poſſible to remove all Occaſions of 
them, and apply all proper Methods 
ior the Gure. of em. 
And as Unity is, as we have ſhown, 
the Duty of every Member of a So- 
. | ciet y, 


: mT z 

[| ciety, not only out of Reſpe& to the 
An- Authority of God, but alſo the Wel- 
Ir a fare of Society, ſo every Member of 
vide the Society ought to unite, as far as 
red, poſſible, and if out of Weakneſs, they 
h a cannot comply in every Thing they 
out, Fe they ought out of Duty 
and Intereſt, to comply in every Thing 
they can. 18 | 
For where there is a Rightful Power 
to command, there is a Duty to obey, 
and we fee every Society has a Power 
granted them by God to injoyn every 
Thing, that they think neceſſary for 
the Happineſs of the Society, and by 
Conſquence every Thing relating to 
Religion, which is of all Things the 
” moſt neceſſary. 1 


The Magiſtrates Power in Religions 
Matters: 


But then, as the Authority from 
God is founded only in the Nature of 
Things (for we are here ſpeaking on- 
ly of natural Principles, withour ſup- 
poling any Revelation as yet) fo it 
muſt be ſuch an Authority, as the 
Nature of Things will allow of, that 
T _ 
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K 
is, ſuch as cannot command or injoyn 
any Thing contrary to the Nature of 
Things, that is, contrary to the Na- 
ture of God, or Man, or contrary to 
the natural Relation, of Things with 
Reſpect either to Truth, or Goodneſs. 
And therefore where the Form, or 
the Rules of Order preſcribd by any 
Society are not ſo, there the Magiſtrate 


has a Power to command, and the | 


People are ugder a Duty to obey ac- 
cording to the Rules and Laws of 
Nature. dara Lowe, 
But here you'll ſay, if every Society 


has a Power tO appoint what Modes 


of Worſhip, and what Rules of Or- 
der, they think fit, they muſt by Con- 
ſequence have a Power to appoint 
what Perſons ſhall perform Religious 
Offices, which ſome think of dange- 


* 


rous Conſequence to aſſert. 


The Magiſtrates Powry over the Prieſt- 


Hood. 


But be it how it will, it is cer tainly 
true in a State, where we ſuppoſe no 
other Revelation of God's Will con- 


cerning theſe Matters, but the Natures 


of 


true: For if Religious Offices muſt be 
pointed either by God, or Man; if by 


granted by Gad in the Nature of 
Things to ſome particular Perſons, by 
| which God mutt be ſuppos'd to have 
given them an Authority to execute 
thoſe Offices before, and above all o- 
ther People: But this I ſuppoſe, is what 


Ml 

of Things, ta guide the Reaſan 

Operations of Mankind. 
In ſuch a State, I ſay, tis gertainly. 


sand 


pertorm'd, the Ferfans muſt be 


God, ſince we ſuppoſe no other Re- 
velation, but the Nature af Things, 
there muſt then be ſome Commiſſion 


no Man will pretend to, and there- 
fore all thoſe Things muſt be deter- 
min'd by Men according to the Rules 
of the Society, who are left the only 
Judges of what is convenient, where 


| God has nat yet reveald his Will; 


and thoſe Perſons who are thus dedi- 
cated to God's Service according to the 
Rules of every ſuch Society, are as 
much the Miniſters of God, as if they 
had been ſent by an extraordinary 


 Commiſhon from God himſelf. 


But where God has thought fit to 
reveal his Will, there the Society are 


no longer Judges of theſe Things: 


D 4 Their 


CRF _ 
Their own Reaſon is no longer their 
Guide, but God's Revelation; and tho 
before they had a Power to do and 
injoyn, what they thought fit, here 
they are to act as God injoyns, and 
their Power is determin'd by the Rule 
——A 888 
But then, as this Revelation is their 
Rule, ſo they are not to be determin'd 
by it any farther, then it reveals; and 
by Conſequence where the Revelation 
is filent, there is no reveal'd Rule, 
and therefore there mult be the ſame 
Power remaining in the Society, which 
they had before that Revelation was 
given. | . >> 5 
And therefore, tho every Society 
has a Natural Power to appoint the 
Perſons, and preſcribe the Qualities for 
Religious Offices, where God has left 


them only to their own Reaſons, yet 


if God has by any Revelation appoint: 
ed thoſe Offices to ſome particular Per- 
ſons, and has given them the Appoiat- 
ment under ſome certain Regulations, 
there the Power of the Society is li- 
mited, and they have no more Power 
to act contrary to this, than they have 
Power to act contrary to God's Will. 


And 


es fo... ed — _ ſ ey — LC adit > rad. 


7 
* 
1 
E 
1 
- 


(41) 
And indeed, as no Society can law- 
fully act any Thing, but what they 
think is for the Welfare of the Society, 
ſo they can have no Reaſon to act 


contrary to ſuch a revealed A ppoint- 


ment, unleſs they could ſuppoſe, that 
God did not know what was beſt 
to be done in every Society, or would 
preſcribe any Thing, that is not for 
the Welfare of the Society. 
The Queſtion therefore in this Caſe 
is, What Revelation God has made 
concerning it, either directly, or indi- 
realy, whether he has expreſly ap- 
pointed any particular Men to exe- 
cute Religious Offices before him, or 
whether he has given any Commiſſion 
to them to appoint others, and how 
far that Commiſſion reaches. For fo 
far as there is ſuch a Revelation, ſo 
far all Authority is founded, and the 
Power of the Society can reach no far- 
ther, than to regulate the Execution 
of theſe Offices, and to appoint ſuch 
Things both as to the Perſons, and 
their Offices, as God has not deter- 
min'd by that Revelation. | 
And as this ought to be done by 
the Society, ſo it ought to be done in 


ſuch a manner, as they ſhall think beſt 


bits | | for 


( 42 ) 
for the Support of Unity and Order, 


and the Security of the Rights 950 


O 


Properties of the Society. 


C orollary III. 


The Rate of Laws, and the Meaſure of 


Obedience. 


z3dly, If it be true according to the 
Principles we have laid down, That 
the Welfare or Happineſs of the So- 
ctety is the End of all Government, 
then it muſt be the End of every 
Thing that is done in the Way of 


Government, and by Conſequence muſt 


not only be the End of making and 
adinimftring Laws, but alſo the End 
of all Obedience and Submiſſion. 

And if fo, from hence we are taught 
2 certain Rule, by which all Laws 
ought to be made, and a certain Mea- 


ſure, according to which all Governors 


* to be obey'd. 
* Rule of Conſcience in making Laws. 
Pirſt, If the Welfare of the Society 


be the End, and therefore the Rule 
of making Laws, it ought by Conſe- 


* 


( 43 ) 

quence to be the End, and the only 
End of every Perſon intruſted in that 
Concern : And tho' the Perſons fo 
intruſted, are the abſolute Judges of 
what is for the Welfare of rhe Soci- 
ety, and therefore may make what 

Laws they pleaſe, yet it is certainly 
an Abuſe of their Power, for whic 
| they are highly anſwerable to God, 
| ſhould they oppoſe any Thing. that 
| they think is, or agree to any Thing 
they think is not, for the Welfare of 
the Society they are acting for. 
| © Andif, as we have already ſuppos'd, 
| (Principle 5.) The Welfare of Society 
| conliſts in the Security of its Rights 
and Properties, then as the whole is 
made up of Parts, ſo each Perſon, as 
a Member, and Parc of the whole, has 
| a Claim to be ſecurd in his Rights 
| and Properties. L | 


How far bur Rights are to be mains 
„ ; tain d. TT 


But then, as the whole is more 
|  valvable than any Part, fo the Security 
| of every particular Perſon ought to 
be conſulted and provided for, only 
ſo far as is conliſtent with the Wel. 
tare of the whole. And 


S. 
And if ſo, no Maxims of Policy 
tan be juſt, nor any Laus be Lawful, 
that deprive any one of his Right, or 


intrench on his Property, any farther 


than as the Welfare of the whole re- 
quires it. | F N 
for the Security of our Rights, are in 
their Nature to be ſuppos'd for the 


Welfare of the whole, ſo long as they 


ate allow'd to continue in Force; ſo 
no Man can be lawſully depriv'd of 
his Rights under any Pretence of the 
Publick Good, any farther than thoſe 
o (( 

And by Conſequence, ſhould any 


Perion, or Authority whatſoever dif. 


poſe of the Rights of any Member of 
the Society for any other Reaſon, of 
in any other Manner, than the Laws 
of the Society direct, they would not 
only do an Injury to him, but would 
allo ſo far act contrary to the Wel- 


fare, as they act contrary to the Laws 


— 


ef the Society. 


hor 


And as the Laws, that are made 


( 45 ) 


The Power of every Society to aljenaty 
| Rights . | 


But then, as the Society has a Power 
to make, ſo by Conſequence for the 
very ſame Reaſon, they mult have a 
Power to alter Laws, and therefore 
a Power to alter, or alienate gur 
Rigas 4110 
But yet, as the Security of every 
Mans Right and Property ought tg 
de provided for, in making Laws, as 
has been juſt now prov'd, fo far as 
conſiſts with the Welfare of the whole; 
ſo it will not be Law ful, even far them, 
to alter any Law on Purpoſe to allies 
nate any particular Right, any fars 
ther, than as they are convinced, the 
neceſſary Support of the Society res 
quires it. 34 

For tis certain from the very Nas 
ture of Government, that every Mem- 
ber of a Society has a Right to bg 
protected in every Thing he enjoys by 
the Rules of the Society, 1 
But yet it is as certain, That ng 
Man can have a Right to injure the So- 
ciety, as it is certain, That the Whole 


is better than a Part; 
And 


— : P 5 8 my N * — 
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king Laws is the Security of the Rights 
of the Society, fo whatever Rights 
thoſe Laws give any private Perſon, 


or Perſons, they are naturally ſuppos'd 


to be granted only ſo far, as they are 
conſiſtent with the Security of the Pub- 
lick: 

And therefore whenever thoſe Per. 
ſons, who are intruſted by the Society, 
ſhall judge any Rights che Laws have 
given us, inconſiſtent with the Secu- 
rity of the whole Society, they very 
lawfully may, and 'tis very expedient 
they ſhould alter thoſe Laws, and a- 
lienate thoſe Rights, which they never 
could intend by thoſe Laws to give. 


And therefore, rho* in making and 


epealing Laws, it be neceſſary to in- 
quire into the Rights of the particu- 
lar Perſons concern'd, and how far 
they ſhall intrench upon thoſe Rights 
in their Proceedings, yer whete the 


Publick Security requires any Thing 


as neceſſary to be done, there a Pri- 
vate Injury ought to be no Bar a- 


gainſt that, which appears to be ne- 


ceſſary to the Publick Good. 
But 


And therefore, As the End of ma- 


647 * 5 
But then, As that cannot be à ne- 
ceflary Means to an Bad, where the 
End can be attain'd without thoſe 
Means, ſo that cannot be ſaid to be 
neceſſary to the Welfare of the Pub- 
lick, without which the Welfare of 
the Publick may be maintain'd. 
And therefore we ought not to de- 
| prive any one of his. Rights, without 
a due Satisfaction to him, under any 
Pretence of the Publick Good, where 
the Publick Good can be ſecured an- 
other Way. 6p; | 
To illuſtrate this a little, let us re- 
collect a known Caſe. In a late Reign 
there was a Bill in Parliament for che 
Exclufion of the then Duke of Vork, 
| from his Succeſhon to the Crown, 
| The Laws of the Land had given him 
a Right, and the King and Parliament 
had a Right in themſelves, to alienate 
that Right, if they ſhould think it 
neceſſary for the Security of the Rights 
and Properties of the Society. 
Now tho” Birt hright Was 4 Popular 
Cry at that Time, yet that was 3 
weak Objection to the Thing, if the 
Welfare of the whole required jt to 
be done. 
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(48) 


And therefore the proper Queſtion 


in that, and all ſuch like Cafes ouglit 
to be, how far "tis neceſſary to the 
Publick Good, that is, how far the 
Rights and Properties of the Society 


can be ſecur'd without, this, or that 


proceeding: ; | 
And upon a ſtrict Enquiry into this, 
had they who are the only Judges of 


this Matter, 1 mean, the King and 


Parliament, agreed in their Opinion, 


and paſt the Bill, He would imme 


diately have loſt his Right, and ſhould 
He after wards have laid any Claim to 
the Succeſſion, He would have been 
guilty of High Treaſon, and ſhould 
any one have pretended to aſſert his 
Right, He would have been guilty of 
Rebellion. 5 {eaſes 
But ſhould the King and Parliament 
have paſt the Bill upon any other 
Conſideration, than as they conſcien- 
tiouſly thought it indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to the Preſervation of the Soci- 
ety in their Rights and Properties; 
ſhould the Parliament have mov'd it 
out of Prejudice to the Man, or the 
King have. conſented to it for the Mad- 
neſs of the People, or ſhould either 


have done it out of any other Motive, 
| than 


=_ ff ˙ wn Wy minds , ae. 


K 
than as they were thro'ly fatisfied, 
*twas ſo neceſſary to be done; that the 
Rights of the Society could not be ſe- 

cur'd any other way, they would have 
been Guilty of Great Injuſtice, and 

Oppfenen : (rens 

But we had been concluded never- 
theleſs. For we are not Judges of their 
Actions, much leſs their Intentions, 
but they are the Judges, and the only 
Judges of the Publick Good, and there- 
fore we are-to ſubmit to their deter- 
minations, unleſs we will make all our 
Laws uſeleſs, our Conftitution and Go- 
vernment precarious, which, whatever 
Notion cends to, we have alread 
ſhewn to be Falſe. (Principle VI.) 

And thus we are directed to a cer- 
tain Rule to guide our Conſciences in 
making Laws, which is, the Welfare 
of the Society in the Security of their 
ſeveral Rights and Properties, And 
as no Laws ought to be' made, but 


with an Eye to this End, ſo from hence 


it will follow, 
The Neceſſity of putting Laws in Execation. 


That whatever Laws are made, 


| ought therefore to be put in Execu- 


E tion, 


(50 1 
tion, ſo as to DEE the End they were 
made for. 1 mt . 

was a Reproach che Romans caſt 
upon the Athenians, that they ſhew'9 
their Wiſdom in making Good Laws, 
but their Folly in neglecking to obſervx 
and execute them. 

And twas a juſt Reproach no doubt 
For *twere every whit as, well to have 
no Laws at all, as not to, have them 
executed and obſer vd. 

But then, As it is neceſſary, that 
Laws. once made, ſhouid be carefully 
executed, ſo they ought to be executed 
only for che End, for which. they were 
made; and by conſequence not in any 
other Senſe than they are ſuppoſed to 
be made in, nor for any other End, 
than for the Welfare of the Society in 
the Security of their Rights and Pro- 
perties. 

And therefore ſhould any Perſon 
Proſecute, or any Officer Execute any V 
Law upon any Member of the Society, | , 

who has offended againſt it, and 15 
therefore juſtly liable to it, out of Pre- 
judice, or Paſſion, Malice, or Revenge, 
or any other Principle, but the Wel- 
fare of Society, . tho? they really do no- 
thing; but hat the Lenau ge 
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do actually promote the Intereſt of 
the Soelet yet they are Highly Plage. 
able for what they do; And tho they 
are flot Blatheable in reſpect of the 


Society the Sor to, Yet they are 


Blamieable in the Sight of God, who 
has made, not bur owh Humour, and 
private Reſentments, or any otlier 
Thing, but the Welfare of the Socie- 


| ty, the End of every Thing that is to 
be done in the way of Government, 
whether in making, or executing 


But ſhould any Perſon endeavour to 


| pervert the Natural meaning of the 


w by any Art, or Dexterity, he is 


| Maſter of, or by any Authority, he js 


inveſted with, and fo get it executed 


in any other Senſe, than he thinks was 
intended by it, he would be highly 
Blameable upon that account, nor on- 
ly in reſpect of God, but the Society. 


Nay, tho? he ſhould do it upon this 


Principle only, that he thinks it for 
the Welfare of the Society, that the 
Law ſhould be taken in the Senſe he 


gives it, yet it he is ſenſible it is not 
the true Senſe, that is, the Senſe that 


was intended by the Makers of the 
Law, *tis certainly an Offence againſt 


ES God, 


N. 
God, and the Society. Becauſe God 
has oblig'd us to ſubmit to the Rules 
of the Society, and the Society having 
appointed ſuch, and ſuch Perſons, the 
only Judges of their Welfare, and what ;, 
Laws are neceſſary for that purpoſe, 
we are by Conſequence requir'd by 
God, and the Society, not only to ſub- 
mit to the Laws they make, but alſo 
to the Senſe they make them in, ſo far 5 
as it is a lawful Senſe. cb l 

And therefore ſo far as we ſhall en- 
deavour to impoſe any private Senſe 
upon the Law, contrary to what we 
think was intended by it, ſo far we en- 
deavour to pervert the Rules, and Or. 
ders of the Society, by making the 
Welfare of the whole to depend upon 
agen... 

Secondly, If the end of making and 
executing Laws be the Welfare of the. 
Society, in the Security of their Rights 
and Properties, from hence we have af 
Rule for the Regulation of the Laws, 

and the manner of the Execution of 

'em in every wiſe and good Govern 
ment. IS 


(53) 


d . How Laws are to be Regulated and 
oo. i. Rs 


| For it this be the End of all Laws, 
it is not only neceſſary to every Wiſe, 
and Good Government, that there be 
Good Laws made, but that they be 
nanag'd fo, as {hall be thought beſt to 
© Janſwer the End of their making, and 
(by Conſequence ſuch as ſhall be moſt 
likely to be obſerv'd. 
And therefore Firſt, As no Man can 
doubt, but that thoſe Laws are moſt 
likely to be obſerv'd, which are few 
ia Number, and therefore eaſie to be 
known and remember'd, and Plain in 
their meaning, and therefore eaſie to 
be underſtood, ſo it ſeems to be a ne. 
Nceſſary Care of every Society, that the 
— Las be as few, and as Plain, as poſſi- 
| * 


5 [EE Laws fo be Few and Plain. 


A Multitude of Laws Politicians 
ave always look'd upon, and So- 
cleties have always found a Burthen, 
fand *twas a Complaint of Tacitus, that 
Io MWhereas Rome had formerly abounded 
1 no with 
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with horrid, and deteſtable Vices, fo 
in his time, it was as much peſter'd 
with a Multitude of miſchievous and 


unneceſſary Laws, which prov'd a Re- 


medy, as Bad as the Diſeaſe. ” 

Burthen to à Society, when its Laws 
are expreſt in ſuch Terms, as are 
doubtful. and ambiguans, becauſe this 
will not only produce continual di- 


ſputes, hut will make all their Rights 


uncertain and precarious. 5 
And therefore from hence it will 


fallow, That ris the Intereſt of every 


Society to exclude. all fuch Perſons 
from making Laws, whoſe private Ad- 
vantage it may be to perplex, and in- 


tangle the Senſe of them. 
Laws to be Gentle and Eaſie. 


Again, If the Laws of a Society 


ought to be made fo, as that they may 


molt probably be obſerv'd, then, as 


they ought to be as few, and as Plain, 
ſo they ought to be as Gentle, and 


Eaſie, as poſſible. And therefore, 
Firſt, It ſeems to be a neceſſary Care 

of every Society, not to make any ſuch 

Laws, as they know, or may reaſon- 
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( 3s ) 
bly think before-hand, a great part of 
che Society will not ſubmit to, unlefs 
the Welfare of the Society ſo far re- 
quires it, as that it cannot be ſecur d 
any other Wr 
Let the Plinciple upon | which they 
will oppoſe the Law, be what it will, 
whether Weakneſs, or Perverſeneſs, tis 
all one, for fiace it will not be obſer vd, 
it ſhould not be injoin d; Becauſe ſuch 
Oppoſition may beget Confuſion, whiel 
as it may hazard the/Peace. and Wel- 
fare of the Society, ought therefore to 
be avoided, as unlawful, unleſs the 
Hazard be greater on the other ſide. 

And as the Reaſon of making, and 
continuing Laws is the ſame, ſo from 
hence it will follow, : 

That, if they ought not to make 
Laws, which they know before hand 


will be oppos d, for the ſame Reaſon 


it does not ſeem proper to continue 


| ſuch Laws, as whey afterwards: find, 
| are 16 oppos'd; 


And therefore as all Laws ought to 


be ſo made, ſo they ought for the ſame 


Reafon to be ſo alter'd, as far as poſh» 
ble, that they may be obſerv'd by All. 


But ſtill this is to be underftood, fo far 
only as conſiſts with the Welfare of 


Society. E 4 Nothing 
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Nothing Burtbenſome to be Impas d with: 
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Again, If all Laws ought to be as 
Gentle and Eafie, as poſſible, then it 
ſeems to be a neceſſary Care of every 
Society, that no more Burthens be im- 
pos d upon its Members, than are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Welfare of 
the Whole. Sm hronmiogyt 

And as every Member of the So- 
ciety is a Sharer in the Welfare of the 
Whole, fo all ſuch Impoſitions ought 
to be ſo Order'd, as that every one 
ſhall bear a ſhare in the Burthen. 
But then, as the Welfare of the 
Whole conſiſts in the Security of the 
Rights, and Properties of the Society, 
and by: Conſequence as they muſt have 
the moſt Benefit by ſuch Security, who 
have moſt to loſe, and therefore moſt 
to be ſecur'd, ſo they ought to bear 
the greateſt ſhare of the Burthens that 
areamposd... ! '' 
And therefore whatever Burthens 
are laid upon the Society, ought, as far 
as poſſible, to be equally proportion'd, 
according to the ſeveral Rights and 
Properties of the ſeveral Members of 
the Society. —- - .* $0809 
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Thus we have a Rule for making 


Laws, and from the ſame Principle we 
have, : 8 5 | 


How to Regulate the Execution of Lams. 


_ Secondly, A Rule whereby to Re- 


gulate the manner of the Execution of 


'em. |; 

- For if the End of making Laws be 
the Welfare of the Society in the Secu- 
rity of their Rights, and Properties, it 
is not only neceſſary to every Good Go- 


vernment that the Laws be executed 


with an Eye to the End for which 
they were made, viz. The Security of 


Right and Property, but alſo in ſuch 


manner, as that End ſhall be beſt at- 

tain'd, and our Rights and Properties 

belt tecur'd. 14489 
We have already obſerv'd, that it is 


a jutt Reproach to make Laws that 


we never execute; but yet it is certainly 


the very ſame Thing, whether the Exe- 


cution of Laws be totally neglected, 


or whether they be executed in ſuch a 


manner, as that the End, which was 
intended, cannot be attain'd. 

For tho' a Law be never ſo wiſely 
contriv'd for the Security of Right and 
1 Property, 
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nefit of that Law, I muſt: ſpend 


Property, yet if in obtaining the Be- 
more 
Time, and be at more Charge, than 
my Right, and Property is Worth, *tis 
the ſame Thing to me, as if there were 


really no ſuch Law. 
Short Injaftice, the Perſian Proverb 


fays, is better than Long Jaſtice. 
And therefore it ſeems to be a ne- 
ceſſary Care of every Good Govern- 
meat, that in the manner of Execu- 
ting the Laws of the Society, no ſuch 
unneceſſary Delays be allow*d, as ſhatl 
fruſtrate: the Juſt Proceedings of the 
Law, nor any ſuch Burthenſome 
Charges be requir'd, as ſhall defeat 

the Benefit, and Intention of it. 
Thus we fee what Improvements. 


may be made of this Principle: It 


might be carried a great way farther, 


if there were occaſion, but this is ſuf» | 


ficient for a general Hint, it furniſhes 


us you ſee, with an Infallible Rule for 


the Making and Executing Laws, and 
rom the fame Principle we have, 


i 


The 


(* 


The Meaſure of Submiſſion to Gover- 


e BOurs. 3 


2dly, A like certain Rule, by which 


to meaſure our Submiſſion to Gover- 


nors, who, according ta our Defini- 
tion of Government, are the Admini- 
ſtrators of the Laus. 

This has been the Subject of great 
Diſputes, and as it has been manag'd, 
it has been made a Matter of very 
great Difficulty ; whereas according 


to theſe Principles, which I have here 


laid down, there is nothing capable 
of a more eaſy and certain Reſolu- 


x 


tion. 


For if the Welfare of Society be, 


as we have ſhown (Principle 4. 7.) 


the End of every Thing, that is done 


in the Way of Government, it muſt 


by Conſequence be the End of all Au- 


thority and Obedience. 

And tho? the Authority of Govern- 
ment be from God, as we have ſhown 
(page 24, 2 5, 26, 27.) and tho? Obedience 


be therefore due to Governors out of 


Duty to God, from whom their Au- 
thority is deriv'd yet God cannot be 
ſuppos'd to command any ſuch Obe- 
FF dience 
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dience to any Governour, nor can any 
Per ſon pretend to exact Obedience from 
any People, any farther, than He is 
their Governour 3 
And therefore when any fuch Go. 
vernour ſhall ceaſe to govern them, 
his Right to their Obedience muſt 
n. „ , 
And ſince according to our fore- 
mention'd Definition (page 14.) Govern- 
ment is the Adminiſtration of ſuch 
Laws, as the Society has devis'd for 
the Security of their Rights and Pro- 
perttes, it will follow, _ | 
That a Man mult then ceafe to Go- 
vern his People, when he either ceaſes 
intirely to act, by Death, or Religna- 
tion, by Abdication or Conqueſt, or 
when he ceaſes to act for the Secu- 
rity of the Rights and Properties of 
the Society he is ſet over, That is, 
WMW hen he either actually invades the 
Rights and Properties of the Society, 
or lays aſide thoſe Laws that are made 
for their Security. | 
When therefore any Governour does 
this, as He thereby ceaſes to Govern 
that People, ſo that People are diſ- 
charged from their Obedience to Him, 
as 


(69 


as their Governour, and the Reaſon 
of their Allegiance being ceas'd, their 
Duty and Obligation mult likewife 
ceaſe. | ext to nba 
This ſeems to be a neceſſary and 
unavoidable Conſequence, and this 1 
take to be the Foundation of all Oaths 


to Conquerors, viz. That their late 


Governor ceaſes to govern them. 
And certainly, if ceaſing to be a Go- 
vernour in the Caſe of Conqueſt, will 
juſtify the Alienation of our Allegiance, 
where he ceaſes to govern, not by any 
Act of his own, not by voluntarily 
refuſing to govern, nor by neglecting 
the Rights and Weltare of his People, 
but is deprivd of his Government by 
Rapine, and Violence, perhaps con- 
trary to the Inclination, and true In- 
tereſt of the People, I ſay, if this will 
juſtify, as all allow, the Argument is 
much ſtronger in the Caſe fuppos'd, 
where a Prince ſhall voluntarily invade, 
or deſignedly overturn the Rights of 
the Society. 5 
Unleſs any one will be ſo extravagant- 
ly abſurd, as to call that Government, 
Which is contrary to the very Notion of 
Government, where inſtead of admi- 
5 | mitring 
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niſtring, and executing Laws, he acts 


directly contrary to 'em, and inſtead 


of protecting and maintaining the 


Rights of his People, he becomes an 


Oppreſſor and Deſtroyer of them, both 
which are as directly oppoſite to Go- 


Health to Sickneſs. _ 
But that we may make this ſtill 


clearer, let us ſtate the Argument an- 


Me have already prov'd, That every 


Governour acts by the Authority of 
God; and therefore has a Divine Right 


to his Subjects Obedience (page 28, 29.) 
yet as that Right is founded upon that 
Commiſhon; He can by Conſequence 
have no Right to Obedience, farther 
than his Commiſhon reaches, and there- 
fore where he has no Authority to 
command, the People can be under no 
Obligation to obey: And if fo, 
Then ſince the Welfare of Society 
'is the End of all Government, and 
ſince the Authority of Government and 
the Obedience of Subjects is founded 
only on this bottom, as they are ne- 
ceſſary to that End, (ib. page 20.) The 
Welfare of Society muſt by Conſequence 
be the Bounds both of the Subjects 


Duty, 


vernment, as Light is to Darkneſs, or 
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Duty, and the Governments Anth&& 
rity, and therefore God cannot he ſus. 
pos'd to allow any Government to 
command, nor require any People 0 
obey, any farther than it is for rhe 
Welfare of Society. :: 1 

And as the. Welfare of the Society 
conſiſts in the Security of their Righes 
and Properties, and as the Laws that ate 
made for their Security are ſupposd 
to be for their Welfare, ſo long as 
they are in Force, ſo when any Go- 
vernour ſhall invade the Rights of his 
Subjects, or lay aſide chats Laws 
which are made for their Security, as 
he acts contrary to the Welfare of 
the Society, ſo he acts without Au- 
thority,, and Commiſſion from God, 
and therefore can have no Right to 
be obey dc 

In a Word, As every Governour 
has his Commiſkon from God for the 


Welfare of his People, ſo that which | 


gives Him a: Title to their Obedience, 
Eves. them a Title to his Protection: 1 
And as He who invades the Rights 
of the Prince or Governour, muſt 


thereby forfeir all Claim to his Pro- 


tection, ſo Hb who invades on deſtroys 
the Rights of his People, by the ſame 
ml Reaſon 


— 
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| Reaſon forfeits his Claim to their Obe- 
| The Rights of both are founded on 
i the ſame bottom ; The Welfare of the 


"4 of the Authority of Government, as it 
0 is defiv'd from God, and tis the Rea- 
fon of this or that Family's being ap. 
r _ 
And therefore when Governour att 
« contrary to the Welfare, that is, con- 
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c ment and Obedience; and that they 
* ſhou ' d be obey'd in ſuch a Caſe, is con- 
4 cc trary to the Intention of God and 
= REC. en 
4 And as no Governour, who is but 
= the Adminiftrator of the Law, can 
have a Right to puniſh his Subjects 
for not doing, what by Law it was 


8 " 4 — — ods 
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Duty not to do, ſo on the other hand, 
no Subject can be under any Obliga- 
tion to ſubmit to that Puniſhment, 
which the Governour had not a Legal 
Right to inflict, - 

pole: This 
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Society is the End and Reaſon, and 
=_ Rule of both: Tis the very Reaſon 


pointed to execute that Authority by 


thy ( trary to the Laws of the Society, they 
il &. att contrary to the Reaſon of Govern- 


not their Duty to do, much leſs for 
not doing, what by Law eit was their 
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842 4 Pagers breating the Original Con- 
tract, 1 His acting "cofttraty. to 
the Ori; Reaſon of Government. 
For A the End and Reaſon bs 
Which all Rulers were orig jnally in 


ttuſteck with" their Power and Plivi. 


leges by their tefpeEtive' Sdeieties, and 
for which ſuch Sobre put themſelves 


under their ſeveral” reſpectiye Forms 


of Government, was the Security of 


their 23.94 and Properties; fo who- 


ſoever firſt took that Truſt ch on him, 


took it for this End and upon this Con- 


dition; and by Conſequence” there is 


a Tacit Contract ſuppos din the very 


Nature of the Frũſt it ſelf, That upon 


his diſcharging lis Buty ro them, yn 


will be under ſuch Obligations to him, 
becauſe tis given hy the People,” and 
taken by the Prince for this very End 


and Reaſon. And as this End is the 


Foundation of all Government; ſo 
where- ever any Government is, this 
Tacit Contract is neceſſarily ſuppos d 
to go along with it, as being founded 


im the very Nature of the Thing: 


F And 
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And as this Tacit Contract is the Bond 
of Union between the Governour and 
the People, ſo when this Contract is 
broke, the Bond of Union is broke; 
and by. Conſequence the Society is as 
much diſcharg'd from; the Obligations 
of that Union, as if that Contract had 
© And as a Prince muſt neceſſarily be 
Kid- to break his Contract, and b 
Conſequence diſſolve his Union wit! 
his People, when he willfully and de- 
ſignedly acts contrary to the End and 
Reaſon of his Truſt, fo, his People, are 
by Conſequence diſcharged from their 
Obligations to him, and may lawfully 
_ defend themſelves againſt him. 
And therefore in ſuch a Caſe tis un- 
doubtedly certain, That Governments 
may be lawfully oppos'd and reſiſted. 
hus far mult be true in General. 
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| What [Reſiſt ance of Governours may be 


8 But the Queſtion is, What kind of 
Rieſiſtancę this muſt be; for ſome Sort 
a Oppoſition and Reſiſtance,” all Men 
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we are obliged: 
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l Man allow, That ſhonld a Prince 


command any, Thing unlawful, eichar 
by tha Lewy: ales his: Kingdom, 

to diſabey; which: is a 
kind of Oppaſition and Refiſtance. - 

Or fhigplda Prince in vade qur Rights 
where the Law has provided a Re-: 
med y in the Caſp; all Mes allow, that 


it is not unlawful, to oppoſe. that In. 
vaſton in the Way of che Law, and 
0 ante ple. of that Rainody: againit 


"This therefore is not the Reſiſtance 
in Diſpute; hut the Queſtion now is, 
what we may da, as to a forcible Re- 


ſiſtance of him, ſo that fuppoling a 


Prigce ſhould inyade the Rights of his 


Subjects, where they can have ao Re- 
medy by Law, or ſhould command 
any Thing unlawful to be done, and 


make them ſuffer in their Rights for 
not obeying, how far they are,oblig'd 
te ſubmit to that Suffering, or whether 


they may oppoſe and refit him by 
Violenee. 
Now in Anſwer to this F will on- 
ly obſerve, That if according to the 
Ach and 5th Principles, The Welfare, 
— by Conſequence the Rights and 


Properties of the Society ought to be 


F 2 Main- 


49 
maintain*d, then we muſt have a Right 
by the. Law of Nature to all thoſe 
Means, that are abſolutely neceſſary to 
that End, which all Societies are ob- 


lig'd to maintain, (Principle IV.) and 
by Confequence any Sort of Reſiſtance 


muſt be Lawful, fo far as it is neceſ- 
ſary to the Security of our WERE and 
Properties, 

But then, as that Gal can be ſaid 
to be neceſſary to an End, without 
which that End cannot be attain'd ; 
fo that Reſiſtance only can be Lawful, 
without which our Rights and Proper- 
ties cannot be fecur'd. 

When therefore any prince invades 
the Rights of the Society, or lays a- 
ſide thoſe Laws, which are made for 
their Security; and the Society has no 
imaginable Way left to maintain thoſe 
Laus, and to ſecure and defend thoſe 
Rights, but by open and violent Re- 
ſiſtance, that Reſiſtance is by Conſe- 
quence neceſſary and lawful.” 

But here then the Queſtion will bs! 
what Rights thoſe are, which be of 


ſuch Importance to the Society, as 


that its Welfare cannot be cue 
without them. | 


For 


69) 


For we have already 'obferv'din the 


Eighth Principle, that tho ic be law- 


ful to reſiſt in Caſe of Oppreſſion, yet 
it is not ſo in every Oppreſſion. 
For *tis very certain, à Society may 
have Rights, which tho? they | ſhould 
be invaded, yet are not ſo Eſſential 
to its Welfare, as that When they are 
loft, the Welfare of the whole muſt 
be deſtroy d. 1 TY 
- The' Welfare of the whole confiſts 
undoubtedly in the Welfare of its Parts, 
and therefore the Rights of the Parts 
are the Rights of the whole in ſome 
Senſe; but yet it would not be Law- 
ful for a Society to take Arms upon a 
private Injury and Oppreſſion, even 
tho? there ſhould be no other Way to 


A 


ger LURE: + 19 07542. den n 
8 Becauſe this may be done either 
thro? Raſhneſs or Neglect, or the Prince 
may be miſtaken or miſled; or if not, 
however the Welfare of the Whole 
does not depend upon a private In- 
jury, and the Prince himſelf may ne- 
vertheleſs be very intent upon the 
Welfare of the whole. e Eta 

But ſuppoſe the Injury be Publick 
and univerſal, and the Prince invades 
the Rights of the Society in common, 
6 5 „ 
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r perhaps t cir Ri phis may - be 
2 invaded in ſome. foe ſingle In- 


aces,” without any vilible Deſign to 
ſubyert the Conſtitution of the 80. 


ciety. 

or rhaps it may be 4 in e 

aſes, which if continued, might 
Conſequence, and t 


be of 


to che Delt ration of the N but 


on in them- 


ſingly * Up eee Oprreſſio 


elore in ſach Caſes it ould 
ful to tiſe u pagainſt a Prinee, 

Deal the Welfare of the Whole does 

not require it; Nay the Welfare of * 

whole requires the, contrary, becauſe 


this would make all Goverment pre- 


catious, and defiroy all Peace and Or- 
der in Society. c 

But Whefe the 1 or Gover n- 
= Il defi ignedly invade the Riglits 


of the — without Redreſs, and 


by the C e of his Pr oceedings - hall 
evidently 1 = that he intends to in- 
vert t dhe [4 nen, ſo blut where- 

TT 
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( 71) 
as there are Laws made, as Rules fur 
him in the Preſervation of their Rights 
and Properties, he will not make t 
Laws, but his own Will, his Rule, by 


the Society will become rious; 
the Sixth and Seveath Principles it w1 
be lawful for the 
themſelves. 0 

But then it muſt be width: this Pro- 
viſh, That the Remedy be not worſe 
chan the:Difcaſe. i 

For if the Methods we ** to ri ight 


our ſelves, - will in human Probabily 


make the Society more unhappy, than 
our ſuffering” the preſent - Injuries from 


the Prince will do; we have then a 


reater Obligation 0 ſuffer, than re- 

iſt, and that from the very Reaſon of 
our Reſiſtance, viz. The Welfare of 
the Society... 

And therefore ſince tis plain to all 
Meas Obſervation, That a violent and 
tumultuary Reſiſtance of Princes is com- 
monly attended with War and Deſo- 


lation, Blood and Ruin, it will follow, 


That whatever we ſuffer from / our 


princes, unleſs the Injury and Oppreſ- 
ſion be of ſuch great Importance to 


us, as to countervail the Hazard of 
F 4 theſe 


the means of Which the Welfare of 


er to relieve 
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(1m) 
theſe Conſequences and fad: Effects of 
our Reſiſtance, we are oblig d to ſuf. 
Fer and ſubmit to them; becauſe ?ris 
more for the Welfare of the Society 
ſo to do, as tis better, of che Two Evik 
to chuſe the leaſt. 1 | 
And tho) they 8 to 42 ah 
Burthen continued upon:them for ſome 
Time, tho it be ever ſo long, yet if 
they. are :oblig'd to confult the Wel- 
fare of the Society, they are oblig'd to 
ſuffer ſtill, either till they have a Proſ- 
pect of righting themſelves without 
the Hazard of thoſe diſmal Effects of 
their Reſiſtance, or elſe till they are 
{like to be as miſerable by their Suffe- 
ring, nav, f can probably be by their 
Reſiſtance 
And that a en may bentaivly 
be in many Caſes, hut eſpecially when 
their Religion is at Stake, the preſer- 
ving of which, as it is of more and 
greater Conſequence, than the Loſs of 
all other Things beſides, as much as 
the Soul is better than the Body, fo 
it will be always a juſt Reaſon for 
8 whagover db N ſuffer 
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But when I ſpeak of Religion here, 


I muſt not be: underſtood to ſpeak of 


the Religion of ſome particular Perſons 


vv £1 = #, OW #3 þ Ii 4 
For if every private Perſon had a 
Power to rails, an Inſurrection againſt 
his Prince, upon the Account of his 


Religion, this would open a Gap to 


continual Rebellion, and therefore muſt 


be falſe by. the Sixth and Seventh 


Principles, becauſe it would make all 
Government precarious, and hazard 


the Peace and Welfare of Society. 

And therefore it is to be obſerved, 
That as I am all along ſpeaking of the 
Rights of the Society, ſo when I ſpeak 
of their Religion, I mean, the Religion 


of the Society, that is, the national 


eſtabliſh'd Religion: And this is then 


only ſaid to be at Stake, when the 


Laws that are made for the Security 
of that Religion are laid aſide, and 
ſuch Methods are viſibly taken for the 
introducing a contrary Religion, as are 
contrary to Law in an Arbitrary Ty- 
rannical Way, without the Conſent 
and contrary to the Judgment of the 
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NW 
And therefore in ſuch a Caſe, every 
Society has a Power to defend their 
Rights, Which the Prince is endea- f 
vouring to take away, becauſe the 
Conſequence of not Reſiſting may tend | 
more to the Miſery of the Society, 
than the Conſequences of Reſiſting 
can do; as much as the Loſs of Hea- | 
ven to themſelves or their Poſterity ; 
is of more Importance and Concern | | 
to them, than the Loſs of all other | 
Things beſides | 
And if ſo, from hence it is plain, s 
that the Foundation of Government, 
Obedience and Reſiſtance is the ſame; | 
They all ſtand upon the ſame Foot, f 
and are all Branches of the ſame Root, 
and there is the fame Reaſon for All, 
] 
{ 
i 


as there is for any of em. EG es 
And therefore, if it be a Good Argu- 
mnent for the Divine Authority of Go- 
vernment, as we have before ſhown, t 
{Paze 28.) That it is a neceſſary means c 
o the Happineſs of che Society, a ne-“ 
xeflary End appointed by God in the 
very Nature of Things, it will follow, 5 
hat it᷑ mult be as Good an Argument A 
of a Divine Commiſſion for Reliftance, 1 
when tis a neceſſary means to the ſame 
End, which, as it is the only Thing 


\ that 


themſelves with what t 


= 75 _ 

that can make it Lawful, ſv it is the 
only Rule to Judge by, "when and how 
far! it may be ſo 

But Who ſhall be judge of this Le- 
ceſſity is the Queſtion, ad it has al- 
Kits been the great difficulty in ſte 
ting this Controverſie. 
Fut after all, 1 take it to be ſuck a 
difficulty, as has ariſen chiefly from 
the manner of Stating aqd en 
this Point. 
For many wWH¹O have wrote upon this 
Subject, ha ve too commonly contented 
thought a 
Confutat ion of the Doctrine of Non- 
Reſiſtamce in General, from thence in- 
ferring the Lawfulneſs of the contrary 3 


but not having determin'd the Juſt 
Bounds, how far we are oblig'd to 
ſufer, before it can be Lawful ro Re- 


fat, they have left the Point, they con- 


tend for, altogether uſeleſs, i not dan- 


gerous. 
„Fer tho” it be Lawful to Reſiſt in 


_ Caſe of Opprefſion, yet we have ſhown 


it is not 0 in every 'Oppreffion. (Prin. 
capie VIII.) and therefore unleſs they 
8 us, how far we are to Dear 

Oppreſſion, before we Reſiſt, they re- 
ally do nothing to any purpoſe, but on 
the 
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the contraty put a Sword into Mad- K 
men's Hands, and ſet open a Door to t 
Rebellion and Confuſion. 1 f 
They ſhew. us indeed à Remedy for 4 
our Grieyances, but ?tis ſuch a one, as 0 
we had as well be without, as not to 
know when, and how to uſe it, with -! 
gut the ſame danger, as when we had | 
it not; And tis chi that has given i, 
occaſion for this puzzling Queſtion, t 
Who ſhall be Judge? y 
Whereas, as we have here ſet the r 
Caſe, there does not ſeem any room e 
for this Objection. By 
For as we have here Jon down a ci 
Rule, by which we are to meaſure ur 
Submiſſion to Princes, every one mult 
be a Judge of Reſiſtance, ſo far as he 
is a judge of this Rule. 
And therefore ſince we have here I 
ſhown, that it is not Lawful to make ] 
Head agaiaſt our Prince upon a private | + 
R 
ſt 


_ nor, 


2 wks For a Publick, unleſs it be of 

da angerous Conſequence to the Conſti- p 
tution, and ſuch as is [notoriouſly in- t. 
tended for its Deſtruction, and ſuch Ip 
too, as he refuſes e to ones ey. mg, 
fe; 10 10G) 
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34ly, Even then, unleſs the Damage 
the Society actually does, or which'is 
the ſame Thing, unavoidably will fuf 
fer by it, if not prevented, be as great 
a Miſery to them, as the Conſequences 
of their Reſiſtance will probably be. 


And ſince this may happen in Civil 
Matters, but eſpecially when Religion 
is at Stake, which it certainly is, when 
the Laws that are made ſor its Seeu- 
rity are laid aſide, and another contra- 
ry Religion introducing, by Methods 
contrary to Law, without the Conſent, 


= 


and againſt the Judgment of the ' Son 


ciety, 


1. Then, As every ſenſible honeſt 
Man, who underſtands the Conſtitu- 
tion and Laws, is capable of Judging 
of theſe Things, that is, is capable of 
Judging- when a Prince is acting con- 
trary to the Laws of the Eftabliſh'd 
Religion, and ſetting up another in its 


ſtead ! 16:0 


2. And as every ſenſible Man is cab 
pable of comparing the preſent Injuries 
the Society tuffers, with Blood, and 
Plunder, and all the fad Conſequences 
of Civil War; | © 41; STof8 
= 3- And 
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c 28 And s every Ds Man is cã- 
fk of Judging whether there be's 
OE 


e 2 1550 Ad em 


quences; 


. 80 every ſenlible Man muſt by Con. 
ſaquence be capable of Judging, when 
it may be Lawiul to Reſiſt. 

7 4 =q tho” every ſenſible Man may be 

à Competent Judge in this Cafe, Side 

fatisfadtion of his own Conſcience, yet 

in ſuch a Government as ours is, 
where the Intereſts of the People are 
Intruſted ; in ſome particular Hands, as 
amongſt us in Lords and Com 
who have a Right in the diſpoſal of 
Affairs; as they are therefore the Beit 

and the . Judges, how far the 
Ri of the Socisty are Invaded, 
an 2 is neceſſary ſor their Secu- 
33 ſeems but natural to conclude, 
where a Farliament cas be had, that 
no Reſiſtance ought; to he made, till 
the Parliament has declar'd their un- 
ſufferahle Grievances, nd ought un- 
ſucegſs fully or Redreſs. | 

And. robe, whataver Inconve: 

niencesattens! Triennial Parliaments, as 


there ate but too many, yet they ſem 
in 


& of Taking themſelves with 


/ aa. ðł ci. 


in this refpe& to be a particular Privis 


4 ad 


ledge for the Security of the Conſtitu- 


tion. For as the Conſtitution cannot 


well be ſuppoſed capable of being over- 


turn'd in ſo ſhort an Interval, as Three 


Vears, ſo in the Caſe of any Injury to 

the Society by frequent Farliaments, 

we can never be without a convenient 

Nee and a proper Method of 
elief. 


But as it was not ſo in former Reigns, 


ſo where the Judgment of Parliament 
could not be had, every Man was then 
to Judge for himſelf, and to AQ accord- 
ing to his Conſcience, 

But then, as the proper Method: for 


Redreſs of Grievances in a Parliamen- 


tary Monarchy, is by the way of Par- 
liaments; ſo by Conſequence, in Caſe 
of an Injury, or Oppreſſion from our 
Princes in thoſe Times, the firſt Thing 
every one ought to have endeavour:d 
after, was, the Liberty of a Parliament; 
ht if the Prince would conſent. to, 
then all other Extraordinary Methods 
would be Unlawful ; For tis the Ne- 
ceſſity of Reſiſtance that alone can 
make it Lawful. 

And as that can never be a neceſſary 
means to an End, where the End can 


be 
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be attain'd without thoſe Means, 0 


that can never be neceſſary to: the Se. 
eurity of che Rights and Properties 
of the Society, Without Which they 
may be other wiſe ſecur'd; and by con- 
ſequence Reſiſtance” can never. be faid 
to be neceſſary, where the Prince is 
willing to Redreſs the Grievance, and 
conſent to any other reaſonable means 
rr their Security. 

And therefore, could it be ſuppos'd 
chat the Lords, and Commons could 
agree to decf re for Reſiſtance in ſuch 


à Caſe, that Declaration would doubt - 


leſs be Unlaw ful. 
And tho? they muſt be ſupposd the 
beſt Judges of the ſeveral Intereſts of 


the Society, yet as they are but a Part 


of the Society, we are not oblig'd by 
the Rules of the Conſtitution to act 
according to their Judgment, any far- 
ther than we our ſelves are fatisfied, 


tis Lawful, and by Conſequence we 


cannot be oblig d to Reſiſtance by any 
Declaration they ſhould make, any 


otherwiſe than we our ſelves ſhould 


judge it neceſſary. 


may be oblig'd not to Act without the 
Judgment ot others; but there can be 


There may be many Caſes, here 1 


no 


am aq Oo, e, 
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e 
no Ca ſe, Where I can be oblig?d to 
Act againſt my own, where the Mo- 
rality of the Action is in diſpute 
And ſince we have already ſhewn, 


that every ſenſible Man is capable of 


Nec when it may be Lawful to 
Reſiſt, and thereby ſatisfie himſelf in 
joining with any Declaration of Parlia- 


ment, where-it can he had, or in uſing 


any otlier Methods, he thinks to be ne- 
ceſſary, where the judgment of Parlia- 
ment cannot be had, he ought not by 
Conſequence to join with any ſuch 


Judgment of Parliament, any farther 
than he is convinced within himſelf it 


is a Juſt and Lawful Judgment, and 


may Juftly and Lawfully be join'd 

Wan... „ i ene Haid, bor” 
As this is a Matter of the laſt Im- 

portance, ſo we ought to be very wary 


how we Act in it, and therefore we 
ought never to venture on an Attempt 
of this Nature, without being fure of 
the Ground we go on. | 

A Wiſe and Good Man would not 
do any Thing, that may reaſonably be 
doubted, whether it be Lawful ; and 
therefore tho? we are as certain; as we 
can be of any Thing, that Reſiſtance is 
Lawful, yet we ſhoul in Prudence, 


rather 
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rather chooſe to fair too HIFI r Re- 

5 ft too ſoon. 
The utmoſt deg ree of What i is Law; 
ful, is the very Edg e of Sin, and one 
would not willingly come fo nears. AS 
to ſplit the Hair. 

Aiid-therefore whenſever we think 
it neceſſary to Reliſt, the Neceſſity of 
our Reſiſtance ought to be very certain; 
The Injury ſuffer d ought to be ſo ve- 
ry Notorious, that every Eye may ſee 
it, and the Danger to be provenged 
ought to be ſo very apparent, Hut a 
rea ſonable Man can doubt of it. 
For this is a Remedy for the Diſeaſes 
of the: Body Politick, like thoſe, that 
are ſometimes uſed for the Natural 
Body, which either Kill, or Cure ; and 
therefore we ought to be tender in the 
Uſe of 'em, unleſs it be in an evideat- 
ly dangerous, and deſperate Caſe. _ 

But tho in ſuch a Caſe a People may 
have a Right to Reſiſt, yet here a Ma- 
terial Queſtion will ariſe, Whether a 
People may not give — their Rights, 
And by Conſequencæ their Right Re- 
ſiſtance? 

For ſince, as we kave before 3 
(Pap. 30, 31.) every one is oblig d in 
1 7 8 to God to obey the Laws of the 

Society, 


Society, ſo far as they 


to the Will of God: 


tis contr 


(33) 
| | are agreeable to 
the Will of God; if the Society has 


made a Law. to forbid Refiftance, and 


thereby given away their Right to it, 
it muſt be therefore unlawful to Reſiſt, 
ſo far as they had a Power to make 
that Law, and give away that Right. 
But that they have not a Power to 
make ſuch a Law, and give away this 
Right is as certain a Truch, as that 
they have not a Power to Act contrary 


For we have already ſhown (Priuciple 
IV.) That it is the Will of God, that 
the Happineſs of Society be main- 
tain'd, and by Conſequence, that ſuch 


Reſiſtance be made by every Society, as 
Arkin ings 18 


in the Nature of T abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſecure and maintain their 


Happineſs, And therefore for any So- 


ciety to make a Law againſt all Reſi- 


ſtasce abſolutely, is to forbid That, as 


unlawful, which God has made ne- 
ceſſary; and therefore to do that, which 
they have not a Power to do, becauſe 
to the Will of God. 

It may ſeem ſtrange to ſome to ſay 


this, which is a Doctrine ſo contrary 

to the common prejudices ; but we ſee it 

muſt be ſo in the Nature of Things, — 
3 ns the 


LEE... 
the Welfare of Society ought to be 
J ' : 2010 71 53 
But yet it may be plauſibly urg'd in 
this Caſe, That every one has a Power 


to diſpoſe of his own, and if he thinks 


fit, may make himſelf a Slave; he may 
either give away his Rights and Proper- 
ty, or he may oblige himſelf not to 


defend em, whenever they ſhall be 
taken from him; And what a Man 


may do of himſelf, he may do by ano- 
ther, that is duly Commiſſion'd to Act 

for him; and whatever is ſo done by 
another for him, lays as great an Obli- 
gation on him to perform it, as 
were done in his own Perſon. 
And therefore as in every Society, 
there is a Neceſſity, that the Affairs 
of the Publick be intruſted in ſome 


particular Hands to Act for the whole, 
ſo whatever thoſe Perſons ſo intruſted 
do for the Society, muſt be underſtood, 
as done by the whole, and to lay as 
great an Obligation on every Member 


if it 


of the Society, as if it had been done 


| by themſelves: in Perſon 5 And there- 


fore if they make a Law to give away 


our Rights, or forbid the neceſſary de- 
fence of 'em, every Member of the So- 
ciety is by Conſequence to be ſuppos d, 

$7 K * under 


AS 


. * __ 


Lat. . „ = — . G 
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Oo: 7 
under a neceſſary Obligation to keep 
that Law, *':: © ales SUL 
But in Anſwer to this ; Tho? it muſt 
be allow'd, as an undoubted Truth, 
That every one has a Power to diſpoſe 
of his own Rights, ſo far as they are 
his own, conſider'd ſimply, and of him- 


ſelf alone; yet if he be conſider'd Re- 


latively, as a Member of Society, 
ſo far as the Rights of others, depend 
upon his defending and maintaining 


his own, they are not then intirely his 


own, and he has no ſuch Right to 
give *em up, but on the contrary, is 
under an Obligation to defend 'em, it 
being the Duty of every Member of 
the Society, to do what is neceſſary to 


the Welfare of the Society. 


This may be illuſtrated by the Caſe 
of the Robber who takes away our 
Goods, tho? the Goods perhaps be ſuch 
as we are content to loſe, and give up 
our Right to, rather than Proſecute 
the Offender ; yet ſo far as the Non- 
Proſecution of the Offender, may be 


of ill Conſequence to Society, as we 


are Members of Society, and ob- 
lig d to ſupport the Welfare of So- 
ciety, we are under an Obligation in 


Conſcience to Proſecute, and the So- 


G 3 ciety 
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8 in ſuch a Senſe, as to al- 


ciety has a Right to that Proſecution. 
And ſhould an Oath be given us not 
to Proſecute, that Oath, wou'd be 7 0 
Facto void, as being an Oath againſt a 
Prior Obligation, an Oath againſt do- 
ing Juſtice, and therefore an Unlawful 
Oath, Ok oP © 
And by the ſame Reaſon, if Reſi- 
ſtance be a real Duty and a Right, 
which in Caſes of Neceſſity the Socie- 
ty may demand of us, when an Oath 
of Allegiance is given to Subjects, it 
muſt be underſtood in ſuch a Senſe, as 
tis Lawful to be perform'd in, and b 


low of ſuch Reſiſtance, as the Society 
has a Right to, otherwiſe ir would be 


an Oath to the Prince to do wrong to 
the People, and therefore an Unlawful 


8 by Conſequence, Ipſo Faito 
void. . 5 <on3 011, 

And fo: likewiſe as to the other Part 
of the Argument, tho' a Man may 
do that by another, which he has a 
Power to do of himſelf, and is as 


much oblig'd by what is fo done, as 


if it were done by himſelf, yet nothing 
can be ſaid to be done by another 
for us, ſo as in Equity and Reaſon 


to lay an Obligation on us any far- 


— IF. i... a 26 


ther, than as he who does the Thing, 


is impower' d and commiſſionꝭd by us; 
or as the Thing he does, is agreeable 
to the End a 
miſſion he receiy*'d from us. 


Should an Attorney for Inſtance, or 


a Guardian, that is impower'd to act 
in our Stead in the Security of our 


Rights, give away thoſe Rights he was 
impower' d to preſerve; it cannot be 
ſaid, he had a Commiſſion to do this, 
or that this ought to oblige in Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, where we have 
a Power to help our ſelves. And for 


the ſame Reaſon, tho' in every So- 
ciety, the Rights of the whole are 


ſuppos'd to be intruſted in ſome par- 
ticular Hands, yet as this is done on- 
ly for Support of Government, the 
End of which is, the Welfare of So- 
ciety in the Security of their Rights 
and Properties ; it will follow, that 
thoſe Perſons ſo intruſted to act for 


the whole, are not to be underſtood 


to have any Commiſſion, to do any 
Thing, that is contrary to the End 
and Reaſon of their Truſt and Com- 
miſſion ; and by conſequence they mult 


be underſtood to have no Commiſſion, 


and therefore no Right to inſlave the 
| * Society, 
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(88) 
Society, by giving up their common 
Properties,” or forbiddin ag 
us to defend em in a Caſe of Nec 
fity, this being contrary to the very 
End and Reaſon of that Conſtitution, 
by which they are impower'd to act 
for the Society. They have a Power 
no doubt to give away any Right, the 
Alienation of which is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the Welfare of the whole, 
and if we could ſuppoſe we had any 


Right granted to us, of reliſting our 


Governours in any fuch Manner, or 


for any ſuch Reaſons, as is inconſiſtent 


-with the Weltare of the whole, they 
Have doubtleſs a Power to give it away, 
(and if they ſhould not give it away, 
*ewou'd be void in it felt, as being in 
the Nature of Things unlawful: ) be- 
cauſe by the Seventh Principle any 


Action is unlawful that is contrary 


to the Welfare of the Society : But to 


give away all our Rights and Proper- 


ties at once, or which is the ſame Thing, 
to forbid us the Means that are ſo 


neceſſary to their Preſervation, that 


they cannot be ſecurd without them, 
this they have no more Power or Right 


to do, than they have a Right to au- 


thoriſe Thieves and Murtherers to 
take 
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(89) 
take away our Lives or Goods, or to 
oblige. us not to defend our ſelves ar 


gainſt them. 


The Caſe is the ſame both with 
Prince and People ; for as the Prince, 
who is the Miniſter of God: for good, 
cannot be ſupposꝰd to have any Com- 


miſſion from God, to ruin or deſtroy 


his People; ſo neither can they who 
are intruſted with the Affairs of any 


Society to contrive and manage for the 
Welfare of the whole, be in Reaſon 


ſuppos'd to have any Commiſſion to 
give away their Rights or Properties, 
11 which their Welfare does conſiſt. 


(Principle V. page 7.) 


But on the contrary they are ob- 
lig'd in Duty to God and their Coun- 
try, to maintain and defend their Truſt, 
and by conſequence are oblig'd to ſueh 
Reſiſtance, as is abſolutely neceſſary 
to that End; © 23 Hed 

This is ſo very plain a Caſe, that 
I dare appeal to any ones common 
Reaſon, tho? never ſo great a Bigot 
to his Notions, whether he ſhould not 
think it a Trayterous and Unlawful 
Part, ſhould they who are intruſted 
with the Intereſts of a Society, know- 


ingly 


— Ub) 
ingly and willfully give em up into 
the abſolute. Diſpoſal of their Prince: 
And if it be unlawful to give them 
up, it mult be then their Duty to 
defend them, and by Conſequence it 


muſt be equally their Duty to defend 


as are abſolutely neceſſary for their 
'Defence. 
And therefore as I ſaid before (page 
78. 79.) in all ſuch Governments as 
ours is, where the Intereſts of the So- 
ciety are intruſted with a Parliament, 
as they are oblig'd in Duty to defend 


them, ſo in a regular Courſe of Things, 


where a Free Parliament can be had, 
the Firſt Defence of our Rights ſhould 


done by others, till they have us'd 
their beſt Endeavours for Redreſs. 

And if a Free Parliament cannot be 
had, or if they have endeavour d for 
Relief in vain, then every one muſt 
be left to his own Conſcience, to act 


as he thinks beſt for the Welfare of 


itte Society, according to the foregoing 


Limitations. (page 76. 77.) 
Thus. I think we have a full Re- 


7 
$ 
* 
* 


ſolution of this Point, and ſuch a one 


45 


them by all ſuch Ways and Means, 


there, and nothing ſhould be 


ot Aus. „ __ W#a — N 8 


here laid down, we have a horrid 


Cor = 
as ſeems impoſſible to be falſe, if my 
foregoing Principles be true. 1283 
But yet I'm very ſenſible notwith - 
ſtanding this, there are many with 
whom this Doctrine of Reſiſtance - will 
not rehiſh by Reaſon of that impious, 
and horrid Abuſe of it in the barba- 
rous Murther of King Charles J. 
As there are others on the other 


Hand, who are as much afraid of Non- 


Reſiſtance, leaft it ſhould ftrike at the 
Revolution in Favour of King William. 
. Whereas *tis evident, theſe Extremes 


in Opinion can never be juſtified on 


either Hand. | | 
For we have already ſhown, there 
is a Lawtfal Reſiftance, tho? it may be 
abus'd ; and there is a Non-Reſiſtance 
neceſſary, tho it be often miſtaken s 
and the Light we have now fet the 
both in, will give us a juſt View 
thoſe Events, the one of Great and 


Glorious, the other of Scandalous and 


Execrable Memory. 
The Late Civil War condemwd, © 
Firſt, According to the Principle 
dea 


{et 
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( 92.) 
ſet before ns of the deteſtable Mur- 
ther of King Charles the Firſt, and the 
irregular and unjuſt Proceedings of 
the People in that unnatural Civil 
War. 


For Firſt we have ſhewn, that* a 


few. lingle Inſtances to the Prejudice 
of a People is not a ſufficient Cauſe 
of Reſiſtance, if the Prince upon the 
People's putting in a Claim to their 


Wrong, is willing to redreſs the Injury; 
and if he ſhou'd not be willing to do this. 


. Secondly, We have ſhown (page 


70. 71.) That even then it will not be 


Lawful to reſiſt, unleſs the Injury be 


a greater Miſery to the Society, than 
the Conſequence of Reſiſtance is like 
to be. And if ſo, 8 

Then nothing can juſtify that Civil 
War. For tho it muſt be confeſs d, 
that ſome irregular Actions were done 
by the King, yet it muſt be confeſs'd 
too on the other Hand, that they were 


ſuch, as he was advis'd were Lawful 


to be done, and ſuch as when done, 
were no great Oppreſſion in themſelves. 
And as for the bad Conſequences 
of his Proceedings in thoſe particulars, 
n 5 8 


Rights, and informing him of the 
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when his People expreſs d their Un- 


(93) 


eaſineſs at them, and put in a Claim to 
their Rights in Parliament, he was not 
only willing to redreſs their preſent 
Grievance, but to comply with any 
Means, that could be thought reaſons 
able ro prevent any future Inconve- 
nience : And this he did in fo full'a 
manner, that even the then pretended 
Parliament themſelves voted luis Con- 


\f] 


ceſſions fatisfactory. 6 > , SRI Hugs 

And when he had done this, as Re- 
ſiſtance could be no longer neceſſary, 
ſo it could by Conſequence be no lon- 
ger ase to en 17579 ee 
And therefore to proceed in the 
Manner they did, muſt be Rebellion 
in the higheſt Degree, or elſe there 
could be no ſuch Thing in Nature. 


But granting he had made no Sa- 


tisfact ion to his People, nor given any 
new Security for their Rights and 


Properties, nay ſuppoſing he had con- 


tinued to oppreſs them, yet we have 


further ſhown, that in ſuch a Caſe, 


the King only forfeits his Right, and 
ceaſes to Govern his People, and by 
Conſequence can forfeit no more than 


his Government. 


As 


—  YWw} _. 
As He: refuſes them his Protection, 
o they may refuſe him their Obe- 
dlience, but this does not give them 
any Power over his Perſon; ng 
And therefore for them to put him 
to Death, even tho' they had been the 
whole Body of the People, but much 
more for afew particular Perſons to do it, 
had that too contrary tothe generalScen(e 
of the People, muſt be Murther ia the 
higheſt Degree, or there can be no 
fuch Thing in Nature. 
This is not only true from the Prin- 
ciples laid down; but it is alſo evi- 
dent, even from our Famous Magna 
Charta, fo often quoted to juſtify Re- 
ſiſtance; even this puts the Perſon of 
the King out of the Peoples Power, 
even-whulſt it gives them a Power to 
diftreſs him in his Caſtles, or uſe any 
other Means for thew Security ; and 
fure if this be of _ Authority, the 
King has as much Right to the Be- 
nefic of it on his Part, as the People 
can pretend on theirs; and if it gives 
them à Priviledge to fecure their own 
Righes, ſo it gives him a Right to be 
ſecured in his Perſon, 


80 
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juſtify this Fact, muſt be Men of bar- 


dence „ charge the Govern» 
ment with 


(95) 
80 that this muſt be a horrid and 


 deteftable Wickedneſs, if Murther and 
Rebellion be ſo: | 


And therefore they who p etend. to 


barous and cruel Minds, and govern'd 


more by their Paſſions than their Con- 


If ſuch Principles and ſuch Practices 


upon ſuch Pretences were to be /al- 


lowed, they would make the Rights 
of Princes and the Peace of Society, 
the moſt precarious Thing that can 


be, and lay us open to the Inſults of 


every Maſfinetlo, who has but Impu- 


Popery or Tyranny, or be- 
ing in a French or Ducch Intereſt, and 


cunning enough to time it with ſome 


Popular Diſcontent,  - _ 

And therefore as by the Sixth Prin- 
ciple already laid down, theſe No- 
tions muſt neceſſarily be falſe, and 
ſuch Facts unlawtul ; fo they ought 
to be abhorr'd and diſcourag'd by ex 
very wiſe and good Man, who has 
any Regard to his Duty or Intereſt, 
to the Societies Peace, or his own 
Saber: 


But 
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(96) 


But tho? our Notions of 'Govern- 


ment do thus evidently demonſtrate 
8 Unlawfulneſs of thoſe Practices in 


late Civil Wars, yet they do, 


ans SM P 
F £ 


I The Revolution juſtified, = 
Secondly, As fairly juſtify the late 


Revolution | ; 


For if it be Lawful to oppoſe a 


Prince, and withdraw our Obedience, 


as we have ſhown, (page 71.) when 
he either invades the Rights of the 
Society, or lays aſide thoſe Laws that 
are made for their Security, and ex- 


preſly when our Religion is at Stake. 


And if our Rights and Religion 


were at Stake, when we faw* all our 


Mounds pulPd down, and our Inclo- 
ſure laid open, and a contrary Relt- 
gion ſetting up amongſt us; when a 
diſpenſing Power was maintain'd to 
void all the Laws that were. made 
for. our Security, and ſuch Perſons put 
into Places of Truſt, as our Laus for- 


bad to be intruſted; When our Pro- 
perties were to be held at the Will 


of the King, who evidearly ſhew'd, 
it ſhould be no longer than he * 
I 
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If our Ri 


Stake, when Popery was planting it 
ſelf in our Univerſities, and the Mem- 
bets depriv'd of their Legal Proper- 
ties contrary to Law, for not doing 
that, which was contrary rot heir Oarhs, 
to make room for Papiſts unqualified 
by Law, and all this with a High Hand 
by the bare Authority of the King, 
only becauſe he would and for this 


End only, as was notoriouſly evident, 
that he might corrupt the Fountain, 
from whence our Religion is to be 


nouriſh'd and ſupported, and the low- 
er Streams to be fupplied. 


I our Rights and Religion were at 
Stake, when under thefe Oppreſſions, 


the injur'd Subjects pur in their Claim 


to their Rights by humble and obe- 


dient Petitions, which was the only 
Method in their Power, becauſe a Free 
Parliament could not be had, but all 
without any Redreſs or Proſpect of 
it; nay with an Aſſurance of the con- 
frary from the King himſelf, Who, 
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tho they endeavour d to convince 
of his Error, that he was acting con- 
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(98) 


him 


trary to Law, yet nevertheleſs de- 


clar d, he would be Obey'd. 


And w hen all theſe Proceedings were 


ſuppaorted by the Power of a ſtanding 
Army, without the Conſent, and con- 
trary to the Judgment of the Parlia. 
ment, and ſome Part of that Army 
commanded by Popiſh Officers, and a 


great Part of it made up of Iriſh Pa- 
piſts, who were by Intereſt and Prin- 


_ ciple engag'd to deſtroy, both our Pro- 


perties and Religion. 
If our Rights and Religion were at 


| Stake in theſe Caſes, as. no reaſonable 


Maa can, and I believe no unpreju- 


diced Man will, and I'm fure in thoſe 
Times no ſenſible Man did queſtion, 


but on the contrary, the Circumſtan- 
ces were ſo notorious, and the Dan- 
ger ſo apparent, not from one or two 


lingle Inſtances, but from a continued 


Series of Actions, that every Heart 
Was fill'd with Fears, and Complaints 


were heard in every Mauth, Then 


certainly we had, or there can be no 


men 


ſuch Thing, 1 RT and lawful Cauſe 
of Reliftance; And if ir was juſt to 
proceed thus far, confidering the Prince 


we. had to do withal, was not only 
inflexibly bigotted to Popery, and re- 
2 bent upon the Ruin both of 
our Religion and Conſtitution, but 
one who could be bound by no Ties 
of Confcience, as being regardleſs both 
of His Promiſes and Oaths, and there- 
fore could neither with Safety nor Prue 
dence be confided in; it muſt there- 


ſore be neceſſary in the Nature of 


Things, and by Confequence be juſt 
and lawfut, if the Welfare of the So- 
ciety oughr to be ſupported in the 


Security of their Rights and Proper. 
ties, to ſeek out ſome other Methods 


to ſecure them by: And ſince they 
who were then intruſted with the 
Rights of the Society, and were the 


prone and only Judges of what was 


for the Society, eftabliſh'd the 
Crown upon a Proteſtant Prince, as 
the beſt, and as it was apparently the 
only Way to fecure the Rights and Re- 


ligion of Proteſtants, againſt the like 


Attempts and Hazards for the future; 
it mult by OI be the Duty, 
wY 2 25 


|. {188 ” 

as well as tis the Intereſt of every 
Member. of the Society to ſubmit to 
it. (Cor. 1. page 30.) had it ſtood upon 
no other Foot but this. 

Hut the Right and Title of his pre- 

| ſeat Majeſty, does not depend upon 
this alone: He Injoys his Crown by an 

_ Hereditary Right devolv'd upon Him 
from the Princeſs Sophia. And this 
Right was ſettled and confirm'd to 
Her, by all that Legal Power and Au- 
thority, that can give any Right in 
any Society, that is, by the Power of 
the Crown, and Parliament, with 
whom all the Rights of our Society 
are Lodg'd. * 


Zo that if His preſent Majeſty has 
not a Right to Govern us, it muſt be 
either upon this account, that the 
Crown and Parliament, have not any 
Right to determine the Succeſſion of 
the Government, or elſe that the Suc- 
ceſſion has not been Legally ſettled by 
a Lawful King and Parliament. 
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This is the Hinge of the whole Di- 
ſpute; And as to the firſt of theſe, It 
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is very certain, that as the Right of 
Governing any Society is the Ordinance 
of Men, and therefore may be deter- 
min'd and ſettled by Men, ſo every 
Society muſt have a General Right to 
it, according as is beſt for their own: 
Welfare, (Page 43.) And as we have 
this Right in common with other Socie- 
ties, from the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, fo we have it likewiſe by our 
particular Conſtitution, as being a 
Right declar d by Law, to be Inherent 
in the Crown and Parliament. So that 
whatſoever is ſo done by the Crown. 
and Parliament, they have a Natural 
and Legal Right to do, and as the In- 
tereſts of the Society is Lodg'd in them, 
the Society muſt be determin'd by em; 
And ſince this is the Foundation of our 
preſent Settlement, and the King ſuc- 
ceeds to the Throne by this, as He 
muſt have a Legal Right to Govern, 
we mult be oblig'd in Duty to Obey. 


The only remaining Difficulty is, 
Whether this Settlement was Legally 
made by a Lawful King and Parlia- 
ment? 


H: 
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Now as to this Objection, it may 


be Anſwer'd, That, tho' this Settle- 


ment was made in the Reign of King 


illiam, who had not a Regular Here- 
ditary Right, yet if the Revolution 
was, as we have prov'd it Lawful, as 


being a neceſſary, and therefore Law- 
ful Means. for the Attainment of a 


Lawful End, He muſt therefore be a 


Lawful and Rightful King ; And by 


Conſequence muſt have a Power and 
Right to do, what A 
King could do: 


But when we. conſider further, That 
the Law and Conſtitution of our 


by 
Kingdom, the Authority of the King 
in Poſſeſſion is allow'd, however He 


came by that Poſſeſſion, and that All 


Acts of Parliament 22 by Him, are 
equally to be Obeyꝰ d, 3 
with theirs, whoſe Titles were Indi- 


Jputable, (as Dr. Higden has demon- 


rated) then this Act of Parliament 
far the Settlement of the Crown, muſt 
be as Valid and Obliging as any other 
Act of any other King and Parliament 
could be, that is, it muſt give the King 


as 


as of equal Force 


A 


ay other Lawful 


. , - 
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as Good a Title to the Crown, and 
make it as much the Peoples Duty' to 
Obey, as any other Act of Parliament 


could do. 


But here we may ſtill conſider far- 


ther, That this Settlement was not on- 
ly made by King William, but was af. 

terwards confirm'd by the Authority 
of Queen Aan, whoſe Right and Title 


every one allow'd, even they who re- 


fuſe Allegiance to the King : And if 


{he had a Right, as undoubtedly ſhe 
had, then ſhe had a Right to do in Her 


Reign, what the Crown had a Right 


to do in any Reign, and fince ſhe, an 


_ undoubtedly Lawful Queen, has con- 


firm'd the Succefſion in the Proteſtant 


Line, by the Concurrence of an un- 


doubte 


i Lawful Parliament, (which 
they ha 


an Inherent Right to do) it 


will follow, that His preſent Majeſty 


had as juſt a Right to the Succeſhon, 


and has now as juſt a Claim to our Al- 
legiance, as Reaſon, and Law can give 


Him. 

And as the ſame Power that could 
and did ſettle it thus, could and did 
Es "MS actually 
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[((104)) 
actually Exclude all others, and there- 
fore hath not only given Him a Right, 
bur has by Conſequence given Him tlie 
only Right; ſo it is the Duty. of every 
Subject not only to receive Him for 
their Prince, but for their only Right. 
ful and Lawful Prince, againſt all mer 
Tootodore whatſoever. Ae 


A 


0 oralen, or Inference Iv. 


: Laftly, bra all the nd we * 
2 down, and the Reaſonings there- 
upon be True, from hence we are 
Taught rhe Obligations, that Gover- 
nors and Subjects have upon 'em, and 
the Duties that are ſeverally requir'd 
of * em, in * order to an Heppy Govern- 
ment. | 


For if the End of all Government 
be the Welfare of Society, then He on- 
ly can be a Good Governor, and they 
only Good Subjects, who conſult the 
Publick Good in their ſeveral Capaci- 
ties; The Prince the Welfare of His 
Subſects, and the een the Welfare 
of their Prince, . r 


N 12 


And 


of the Prince. 


105 » 


And as the Publick Welfare conſiſts 


in the Security of the Society in their 


Rights and Properties; ſo it is not only 
the Duty hut the Intereſt of a Prince, 
to maintain the Rights of His People, 
and the People to ſupport the Rights 


-P 


- - _ 
} Wh 
4 


And as the Laws of the Society are 


the Rules of the ſeveral Rights of. the 
Society, ſo thoſe ſeveral Rights cannot 
be ſecur'd, unleſs. thoſe. Laws be the 


Rule of their ſeveral Actions; that is, 
unleſs the People obſerve every Thing 


that the Laws require, and the Prince 
command nothing but what the Laws 


allow. f f 8-4 J {ff 


And as Laws are not only made, as 


Rules, but as a common Security to 
the Rights of the Society, ſo the com- 
mon Security muſt neceſſarily conſiſt in 


the punctual Execution of the Laws, 
and ſo far as the Society are wanting 


in this reſpect, that is, ſo far as the 
Prince ſhall pretend to diſpenſe with 
them, and the People be careleſs in the 


Execution of 'em, ſo far they are de- 
. fective 


(6) 


five in their Duty, and wanting to 


„ 


the Common Good and Security. 
For as the Prince and People are but 


one Society, united together for the 
Welfare of the whole, they muſt have 


a Right to each others Duty, as neceſſa- 
to the Common Good, and by Con- 


either Prince, or People are wanting in 
their reſpective Duties to each other, 


ſo far they are wanting to the Com- 


mon Good, hic 


h God has oblig'd them 
to Conſult. 3 


And therefore thoſe Perſons, who 


Jhall contribute towards this, by Mag- 
nifying the Prerogative of the Crown 
ſo far, as to oppreſs and deſtroy the 
Rights of 'the People, or under a pre- 
zence of maintaining the Rights of the 
People, ſhall leſſen the Security of the 
Crown, are equally Enemies to the 


Common Good, and equally Falſe to 


God and their Country. 


Thus we have gone thro' the Eſſen- 
tials of Government, relating both to 


the Government and Subjects, and 


ſequence ſo far as either Part, that is, 


ſhown 


= 


In 
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ſhown the Obligation they have to one 
another; By the fame Principles We 
may be able to Model sur Notions of 


the ſeveral Forms of it, and it parti- 
cularly ſhows us in the firſt Place, 
how far any Form of Goyernment may 
bea 


Corollary V. 


_ 


How far any Form of Government may (I 


be alter d. 


We have already ſhown, that every 


Society has an Inherent Right, to put 


themſelves under any Form of Govern- 


ment that is abſolutely neceſſary to 
their own Welfare, according to their 


ſeveral Circumſtances; and as all Forms 
of Government were Originally the Or- 
dinances of Men, ſo they are by Cons 
ſequence alterable by Men, and there- 
tore there can be no ſuch Right of Go- 
verning in any Perſon or Family, as is 
properly, and in its own Nature Inde- 
tenſible : But then, tho? all Forms of 
Government were the Ordinances of 
Men, yet as chey were Ordain'd for the 


Welfare of Society, fo far, and no fat- 


ther 


ther ought they to be alter'd, than the 
Welfare of the Society requires the Al- 


teration. 


1 And fince the Welfare of the Society 
conſiſts as we n {hown in the Secu- 
rity of the Rights and Properties of the 
= Society, that Form of Government on- 
ly can be faid to require an Alteration, 
under which the Rights and Properties 


of the Society cannot be ſecur'd: 


And as they who are intruſted with 
the Intereſts, and imploy'd to Act for 
the Welfare of the Society, are the on- 
ly proper Judges of its Welfare, fo by 

_ Conſequence they are not only the pro- 
per Judges, when, and what Altera- 
tions ſhall be made, but they are the 
only Perſons, that can make em. And 
therefore in any particular Conſtitution, 
ſuppoſe this of ours in this Kingdom, 

where the Iatereſts of the Society are 
put into the Hands and left to the diſ- 
poſal of the Crown, and Parliament, 

tho? this Form of Government was | , 

Originally the Ordinance of the Society, 

and is therefore Alterable by the Socic- 

ty, yet it is not to be done by uy 1 
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an 


other Perſons, nor by any other Man- | 


ner, than by the Conturrence of the 
Crown and Parliament. The Cron 
cannot do it without the Parliament, 
nor the Parliament without the Crown. 
For tho* we ſuppoſe the Rights of 
Princes are intirely owing to the Peoe 
ple, and tho' the People had a Power 
Originally in themſelves, not to have 
United under that Form, yet after they 
have conſented and ſubmitted to it, 
the Power they had once, is given 
away, 1o long as that Union continues, 
and the Power and Prerogative they 
have given their Prince, are as ae 
His Right, whilſt He does the Duty of 
their Prince, as the Priviledges they re- 
ſerve to themſelves are Theirs. 


And therefore as He cannot Law- 
fully invade their Priviledges without 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, ſo neither 


can they Lawiully reſiſt His Power, 
nor Intrench on His Prerogative with- 
out Treaſon and Rebellion. - 


And by Conſequence in ſuch a Cafe, 
no Alteration can be made by either, 


without the mutual conſent oi Both. 
| 5 This 
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no, 


. This muſt neceſſarily be True, 1 
fay, fo long as this Union and Conſti- 
tution continues: I 


: . But ſhould this Union and .Conſtitu- 
tion expire of it ſelf, or be any other. 
wiſe broken and diſſolv'd, by which 


the People are diſcharg'd from their | 


Oblgations to their Prince, and are by 
Conſequence reduced to the State they 
were in, before that Union and Conſti- 
tution was made, as they have then 


the {ame Natural Right to ſettle them- 
ſelves again, either in the ſame, or any 


other Form, as if they had never been 
ſettled before; ſo whatever the Perſons 
in that Caſe do, who are intruſted with 
the Intereſts of the Society. every Mem- 
ber of the Society is obhg'd to ſubmit 


— 


But here then the Queſtion will be, 


How this Union and Conſtitution can 
Expire of it ſelf, or can be fo broken 
and diſſolv'd, as to put the Society in- 
to ſuch a State, as if that Union and 
Conkitution had never been made. 


Now 


upon Him the Government of a Peo- 


E 
Now this may be firſt upon a Sup- 


poſition that the Royal Family, by 
whom the Society has agreed to be Go- 
vern'd in Succeſſion, is Kxtinct, and fo 
no Perfon has any Legal Claim to Go- 


vern them; In ſuch a Caſe the Society 
may put themſelves under any other 


Perſons, or any other Form, becauſe 
the former Conſtitution is Expir d: 
e 


& 


ay, The Union and Conſtitution 
may be diſſolv'd, when the Prince will 


not ſubmit to the Terms and Conditi- 
ons of the Conſtitution, nor perform 


the Contract by which they are Unitad: 
For as the End and Reaſon of Govern- 
ment is the Welfare of Society in the 


Security of their Rights and Proper- 
ties, ſo the different Forms and Conſti- 
tutions are only ſeveral Means to this 


End: 


And therefore when a Price takes 


ple, it is in the Nature of the Thing 
ſuppos'd, and He does thereby Virtu- 
ally Contract and Agree, not only to 

Conſult 
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Conſult the Welfare of that People 
but to do it in that way; that they 
have Appointed: So that for Inſtance in 
ſuch a Government as ours, where we 
- chave not only our particular Rights and 


Properties, aſſur'd to us by Law, but 
alſo ſuch a certain Form and Conſtitu- 
tion, where no Rights can be Alien'd, 
nor Laws be made, but by the Advice 
and Conſent of Parliament, it is in 
the Nature of the Thing ſuppos'd, and 
He who takes upon Him this Govern- 
ment, does thereby tacitly Contract, that 
He will not only preſerve our Rights 
and Properties, but that He will Go- 
vern in this way, and according to the 
Methods of this Conſtitution. 1. 


And therefore when a King ſhall 
invade our Rights and Properties, and 
willfully and deſignedly take them 
from us, and thereby deſtroy the ve- 

End and Reaſon of his Authority, 
or when he will not govern us by Law, 
nor 'with the Advice and Conſent of 
Parliament; he overturns the Society 
and diſſolves the Conſtitution, the 
Bond and Union -berween him and 
the Society, by which alone he be- 
ii N comes 
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comes tlieir Head, and they become 
his People: And if after due Applica- 
tions and proper Methods, ſuch as 
are. preſcribd before; He perſiſts 
in this Injury without Redreſs, the 
People: are as much diſcharg'd from 
him, as if he had never been their 
Head; and by Conſequence may law- 
ſully conſult their own Welfare in any 
other Way, that is neceſſary to that 


End, as if that Conſtitution had never 


been made. And whatever they do 
in ſuch a Caſe, who are then intru- 


ſted with the Intereſts of the Society, 


to act in that Juncture for the Wel- 
fare of the whole, tis the Duty of the 
whole to ſubmit to; becauſe they are 
in that Caſe the higher Powers, and 
indeed for that Time the whole Power; 
which Power is agreed on all Hands, 
tis abſolutely unlawful to reſiſt or diſ—- 
obey, either by oppoſing what they 
have a Right to do, or by refuſing 
what they have a Right to impoſe. 


This gives us a Right Notion of Re- 
volutions in Government, and as it 
ſhows us how. far Revolutions may be 
Lawful, ſo CI us how they are 


to 


to be regularly mcg and by what 
Method they ought to be confirnt'd, 
| which is not, we ſee by Popular Tu- 

mults, or by any domeſtick Military 
Force, impoſing ſuch a Change upon 
us, becauſe they have ſtrength enough 
wo do it, but it ouglit to be done by 
the whole Society, that is, b 9 Con- 
fent and Approbation of ſuc ns, 
with whom the Intereſts 3743 the Sock 
ty are intruſted. 


Indeed i in the Cafe of a Revohition 
a 2 about by the Conqueſt af a 
Forreign Force, where we are put un. 
der a Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the 
Conqueror in ſuch a way, and upon 
ſuch Terms as He ſhall im here no 
certain Rules can be pre rib'd, =_ 
ing an extraordinay Caſe ; Onl 
neral it may be ſaid, chat as the only 
juſt Foundation of ſubmitting: to Con- 
querors, is, the Neceſſity of it to the 
Welfare of the Society, ſo they, who 
undertake to ſettle that Submiſſion, 
_ ought to get the beſt Terms they can 
for the Society, that is, not only for 
themſelves, but for the Whole, and tłiĩs 
r be the End of every ſtep 15 
take 
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Natural diſſolution of the Cofiſtitution, 
by which, tho? the Society have an In- 
herent Right, xo put themſelves under 


any other Form, and make what Alte- 


rations they rhlnk fit; yet it cannot be 


regularly ſaid to be done by the Socie- 


ty, unleſs it be done by ſach Perſons 
Only, as are e by the Society 
e; by which it may ap- 
pear to be the Act of the Sodiety, and 
it cannot be: Lawfully done by them, 
for any other End/ or upon any other 
Reaſon, than as it is Wasehey for the 


Welfare of the * 
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„ier us nod to reflect 
upon the kind Provi. 
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by which, He not only deliver'd us, 
and our Poſterity, from th ppirent 
Ruin of our Liberties atid Religion, _ 
alſo gave us a happy epo ty, of 

doing it by the Concurremee of the 
whote Society, in - PI Conventi- 
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on of Lords and Commons; And by 
this Means, having left no room for 
reaſonable Men to object againſt the 
Thing, or the manner of it, He has 
provided both for our ſafety, and our 


latisfaction. #2 
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What Form of Government is beſt. 
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From the Principles of Government 
before laid down, as we have reſol - 
ved the former Point, how far any 
Form of Government may be alter d; 
ſo here we: may be inſtructed in that 
Famous Queſtion, What Form of Go- 
vernment is beft? WS 


. x * 


This is a frequent Queſtion in the 
Schools; but *tis much more ſo among 
Politicians, and of fatal Conſequence 
to many Societies. 


Amongſt us in Exeland, tis a kind 
of Hereſy in Politicks, not to give 
the Preference to Monarchy ; And in- 
deed, as Monarchy is the moſt Anti- 
ent and Univerſal, ſo one would be 
5 ; apr 
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apt to conclude it the moſt natural 


and therefore the moſt eligible Form: 


And of all Forms of Monarchy, the 
Abſolute would probably be beſt, could 
we ſuppoſe our Princes would be al- 
ways Wiſe and Good; could we be al- 
ways ſure of Perſons, whoſe intire 
Aim would be the Welfare of their 


8 4 - 


People, and whoſe Prudence would 


direct them for the beſt; and 


& 


alway 


cou'd we be ſure, they would be al- 


ways in wiſe and good Hands, an ab- 
ſolute Form of Monarchy would ſeem 
beſt fitted, to anſwer all the Occaſions 
of the Public. . 1 


But conſidering the Infirmity and 
Corruption of human Nature, it can- 


not be expected, but that we muſt 


ſometimes fall into the Hands of weak 
or wicked Princes, or that good and 
wiſe Princes may ſometimes fall into 
the Hands of wicked and deligning 
Councellors: And therefore ſince we 
can never hope, but ſuch an abſolute 


Dominion muſt ſome Time or other 


degenerate into Tyranny and Oppreſ- 


ſion; this muſt be a falſe Notion of 
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And * we have already WEE 
that Government is on! ly' 2 Means to 
any 8: wth which End 18 the Welfare 

cry, 


to the 
5e ro ment 


of Society, in the Security of, their, 
Rights and Properties; if Monarch 
be the bet Farm of Goverhiment, That 
7 Confe quence mult be the belt Fore 
e \ where the Rights and 
Propertigs ol "the Society are. belt ſe- 
curd; And as the Rights of any Sa- 
ciety are moſt likely: to be beſt ſecur'd, 4 
where nothin n be done in "Rela: 
tion to their Sies without the Ad- 
vice and Conſent of all Parties con- 
cern'd, and where every Eſtate. and 
Condition of Men in the Society have 
a Share in the Diſpglal of the Af- 
fairs of the Society; fo that Form of 
Monarchy muſt by Conſequence be 
beſt, which is eſtabliſh'd d upon. this 
Foundation, which. we call a Ute 
mixt Monarchy. | 


But however perlect and natural 4 

Form of Government Monarchy 

any kind may be, yet it can 51 
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Gid to be generally beſt, but not ab- 


ſolutely and univerſally ſo: For if the 


different Forms of Government aroſe, 


as We have ſuppos'd, from the diffe- 
rent Circumſtances, and Intereſts of 
people, it will follow, That the Good- 


neſs of any Form can only be mea- 


ſur'd by the particular Circumſtances 
and Intereſts of the People, that are 
Subject to it: And as the Intereſts of 


People vary with their Circumſtances, 


ſo the Forms of Government may be 
various, and yet each be beſt in its 
proper Place, and by Conſequence one 
Form of Government may be beſt for 
this People, another for that: But yet 
what particular Form would be beſt 
for any particular People, would be a 
very hard Matter to diſtinguiſh nicely, 


were we now to form a new Society 


in a wild and uncivilized Country. 


For to judge of this exactly, it 
would be neceſſary perfectly to un- 
derſtand the Nature and Situation of 


the Place, the Temper and Circum- 
ſtances of the People, the Manner of 


their Subſiſtance within themſelves, 
Tis 55:98 and 
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, ir 0 3 BC 
and their Relation to and Dependance 


upon others; © 


And yet after all, when we perfectly 
underſtand this, whether there he any 
particular Form of Government ſa ne- 
neſſary to the Welfare of any People, 
as that they would not be able to 
ſubſiſt under any other, tis very hard 

r 


Tho' by a long Obſervation of the 
Vnited Provinces, Politicians tell us, it 
is ſo with them; and that no other 
Government but that they live under, 
could poſſibly be maintain'd amongſt 
them; yet as Monarchy ſeems to be 
the moſt perfect, and the moſt natu- 
ral Form, ſo we may reaſonably think, 
that generally fpeaking, that Form of 
Monarchy, which is already ſhown to 
be belt in its own Nature, would be 
generally beſt for any People, 


And where they have varied from 
it at any Time, as far as I can find, 
it has not ariſen from any Inconſi- 
ſtency there is in Monarchy, as ſuch, 
to the Intereſts of thoſe Societies that 
are 


(91) 
are otherwiſe modell'd ; but only from 
ſome accidental Cirumſtances relating 
to the then preſent Time and Place, 
or the then preſent Temper of the Peo- 
ple when thoſe Societies were formid. 


And therefore in the firſt Formation 
of a Soeiety, the particular Occaſions 
that then offer themſelves ſeem to be 
the Rule, and the only Rule for the 
firſt Formation of the Model of their 
Government. But when a Society is 
already form'd, and a Model of Go. 
vernment has been long eſtabliſh'd, 
the only Rule of judging in this Caſe, 
is the Welfare of the Society under 
it: And as the Welfare of the Society 
does not conſiſt in the Largeneſs and 
Extent of their Dominions, much leſs 
in the Grandeur and Flutter of their 

Princes, but in the Enjoyment of their 
Rights and Properties, fo when any 
Government has been long continued, 


| and the People live eaſily and comfor- 


tably under it, and have a Proſpect of 
continuing ſo, and for that Reaſon 
may be thought to like it beſt, That 
Government no doubt is beſt for that 


People : 6:3 v9 
And 


Am) 


And if ſo, then ſince the Govern- 
ment of Exgland is not only a Mo- 
narchy, and ſuch. a kind of Monarchy, 
as is beſt in its ſelf, as being limited 

and mixt, where every State and Con- 
dition of Men in the Society, have 

' a Share in the Diſpoſal of their 
Rights and Properties, -but, alſo ſuch a 
Monarchy; as we have lived for many 
Ages ealily and comfortably under, 
and have a Proſpect of continuing fo 
for ever; and therefore ſuch a Mo- 

narchy as we univerſally like; it will 
follow, from hence by an unavoidable 
Conſequence, That this Form of Go- 
vernment is beſt for England. 


And by Conſequence it muſt be a 
ſtanding Maxim of Engliſh Politicks, 
That this Form of Government ought 
to be maintain'd, that is, it ought to 
be maintain'd, as it is eſtabliſh'd in 
England, and therefore not only as a 
Monarchy, or Kingly Government in 
one Perſon; but alſo ſuch a Sort of 


Kingly Government, as is limited and 
mixt, where no Laws can be made 
by the King, but by the Concurrence 


of 


and Conſent of Parliament. 


( 123 ) 


of the People, that is, by the Advice 


* 


And as this is already prov'd to be 


the beſt Form of Government upon 
this Conſideration, That in it every 
State and Condition of Men in the 
Society, have a Share in the Diſpoſal 
of their ſeveral Rights: And as there 
are different Eſtates and Conditions of 
Men amongſt us, conſider'd either as 
Clergy, or Laity, having not only dif- 
ferent and diſtinct Rights upon this 
Account, but alſo as they are diſtin» 


guiſh d into Lords and Commons. 


And as the Parliament is made up 
of all theſe, ſo it will follow, That if 
the Monarchy ought to be maintain'd 
under the Parliamentary Limitation 


eſtabliſh'd in England; it ought to be 


ſo, as that each of theſe different Con- 
ditions of Men, conſider'd as Lords 


i and Commons, and Clergy, may enjoy 


their reſpective Parliamentary Rights 
and Privileges, ſo as each to have a 
Share in the Diſpoſal of Affairs. 8 


This 


Crop) 


This is the Conſtitution of the Mo- 
narchy of England, and therefore what- 
ſoever tends to the Preſervation or 
Deſtruction of this, in any one of theſe 
ſeveral Reſpects, is ſo far preſervative 
or deſtructive of the Intereſt of Eng- 
land, and w_ Conſequence ought either 
to be avoided, or purſued. 
If therefore we reflect upon this 
Conſtitution of the Monarchy, and 
what is neceſſary to its Preſervation 
in its ſeveral Parts, that is, what is 
neceſſary for the Support and Preſer- 
vation of the Monarchy it ſelf, conſi- 
der'd as the Government of a ſingle 
Perſon ; ar: 2dly, What is neceſſary 
for its Support and Preſervation, con- 
 fider'd in Conjunction with the Two 
Houſes of Parliament, That a due Bal- 
lance between 'em be maintain'd ; or 
_ 3dly, What is neceſſary to its Support 
and Preſervation, as 'a Parliamentary 
Monarchy made up of the Three E. 
fates of the Kingdom, under the In- 
fluence of their Head ; if I fay, theſe 
Things be conſider'd diftinctly, this 
will give us all the general Maxims | 
= | 


(61250 
of Policy, relating to the 19 . = 
of our N 4+] 

What theſe Maxims are, may * 
be diſcover d by any one of any Ob- 
ſervation and Experience, and 't would 
be uſeful to every Engliſh Subject to 
have a diſtin& and perfect Knowledge 
of them; but — the juſt Conſide- 
ration of that Matter would ſwell 
this Paper beyond its Bounds, and make 
it leſs uſeful for my Deſign; I think 
it proper to proceed no farther, till 
I have more Leiſure Un: Convenis 


22 , 


Thus you have a Vows of 3 
Politicks, relating both to the Duties 
of Governours and Subjects, ſet forth 
in a Series of neceſſary and unavoid- 
able Conſequences from evident _ 
undoubted Principles, 6:30 73 


I leave every one to judge whether 
it be true, or not. ; is 


But if Truth be the Seesen Re: 


| lation, that Things bear to one an- 
other, 


AD 

_ othety as to Agreement or Diſagtee- 
ment, which I believe will be found 
to be a good Definition of it, when 
from certain Principles, we are able 
to form conſiſtent Schemes of Things, 
A bunging together in a Regular 

Chain, one Fart neceſſarily depending 
on ehe other, in a natural and eaſy 
 Contiexion, this looks very like a Con- 
* gexidn of Truths. 1603 e 801151 


This I take to be the only Way of 
coming to any Certainty in the Know- 
ledge of any Truth, and this is the 
Method I have here taken, and this 
I have purſued with that Indifference, 
which becomes every one that would 
ednet: 
r e nee WEED 
F have had no Regard: to Intereſt, 
Prejudice or Party, but only to the 
Diſcovery of Truth, and as I have 
not wiſh'd to find it, rather on one 
Side, than another, ſo if I am mifta. 
ken, I am not in Love with Hrrour, 
but am ready to renounce upon due 
Conviction, whatever ſhall appear to 


ok 


But 
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But then it is to be obſerv?d, That 
as I take my Notions to be neceſſary 
Conſequences from certain and un- 
doubted Principles, the only true way 


to convince me of Miſtakes, is to ſhow 


me ſome Errour, either in the Prin- 


ciples laid down, or the Conſequences 


deduced from them: For ſo long as 
theſe are allow'd to be true, and no 
Flaw be diſcover'd in theſe Reſpects, 
if Demonſtration be Argument, my 
Scheme cannot be falſe. | 


Thus therefore I leave it with the 
Reader, and if any one ſhall think 


fit to oppoſe what I have faid, if he 
conſider the Subject with the Impar. 


tiality of a Philoſopher, and treat the 
Author with the Civility of a Gen- 
tleman; I ſhall be very glad to be 


better inform'd, and think my {elf o- 
blig'd to him, if I am Wrong, that he 


would give himſelf the 'Trouble to ſet 


me Right. 
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